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CBS Sunday Morning is my weekly moment of zen. My children 
know that every Sunday from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. the television is 
mine. There will be no Octonauts or PJ Masks. There will be folky 
renditions of suns and a reminder that there is still sanity and good 
in our world.

Recently, though, even Jane Pauley struggles to redeem.

I might just be getting old, but I cannot help but feel the world is 
becoming more divided just as the circumstances for many become 
more tragic. While I would like to stick my head in the sand and 
yell “get off my lawn,” as a parent and educator, I do not have 
that luxury. I know something must change, but I am not yet sure 
where to begin.

What I do know is that as our politics become more divisive, our 
children must become more serving. As social media becomes 
crueler, they must become more understanding. As our future 
becomes more uncertain, they must be more principled.

I am confident this transformation begins with me spending less 
time staring at my phone and more time talking with people. I 
need to stop thinking about how many likes I have on Instagram 
and concentrate on the good I can do each day.

As I write this, Schenck School librarian Kerri Saulnier is leading 
our students in the Global Read Aloud. The premise is simple: 
teachers from all over world read aloud the same book to their 
students over the same six–week period. With the help of Twitter, 
Skype, and other online platforms, students make connections 
with their peers across states, countries, and continents. Through 
this process, they develop a deeper understanding of the differences 
in one another’s experiences and the commonalities that bind 
us. While the students spend the time laughing about quirky 
characters in the book and how “parents just don’t get it,” I know 
something much more profound is happening.

When the day’s headlines are particularly gloomy, I walk through 
the halls of The Schenck School. I watch seven–year–olds welcome 
timid, scared new students with open arms and empathy. I see 
sixth graders resolve conflicts without name-calling. I watch fourth 
graders earnestly labor to be better a friend. They do all of this 
without regard for who their parents voted for, how much money 
they make, or where they were born.

On these days, I wonder if our roadmap for the future is more 
certain than I realized. Perhaps when adults fail us, we need to let 
our children lead.

JOSH CLARK, HEAD OF SCHOOL

Josh Clark
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GAMESour experts like

Sneak Snacky Squirrel Game works on fine motor skills,  
turn–taking, sequencing, visual motor skills, color matching,  
and counting.

Blokus strengthens visual perceptual skills, sequencing, spatial 
awareness, and strategy.

Twister focuses on body awareness, motor planning, balance, 
coordination, left-right discrimination, and sequencing.

Nikki Higgins Occupational Therapist

Tong games like Tweezers, Bedbugs, and Operation work on 
pincer grasp, fine motor strength, and precision.

Visual spatial games like Rush Hour or old-fashioned jigsaw 
puzzles strengthen spatial organization.

Visual perceptual skill games like Monkey Memory work on visual 
memory, which is essential for decoding, reading comprehension, 
and writing.

Jessica May Occupational Therapist

Blurt develops word retrieval skill and auditory memory.

Double Duel helps identify homophones (words that sounds alike 
but have different meanings and spellings), word retrieval skills, 
and spelling. Kids love it, because they get to hit a buzzer when 
they think of the word! 

Hedbanz works on verbal expression, short-term memory, and 
integrating information.

Erin Bradley and Tasha Wisehart Speech-Language Pathologists

Scattergories requires fast, creative thinking and word-retrieval.

Jenny Thompson Physical Education

DIY Games

If you don’t have a game handy, you can make your own. Pick a 
few random small objects (e.g. pencil, ball, chalk) and put them 
on a tray. Have your child study the objects for a few seconds and 
then cover the tray with a cloth or towel. Secretly take away one 
object, uncover the tray, and ask you child which object is missing. 
Increase difficulty by adding more objects, rearranging them, or 
taking some away. 

Jessica May Occupational Therapist

Dinner Bingo

Google “bingo templates” and print your own bingo boards 
on paper. Each family member at the dinner table has a board. 
Squares can have questions and statements such as:

• Had a good day at school today
• Wants to learn a new hobby
• Has traveled to a foreign country
• Made a new friend
• Favorite subject is math
• Favorite color is blue
• Likes dinosaurs
• Likes ballet
• Had a hard time today but worked through it by…

To play, someone goes first and asks the family, “Who had a  
good day at school today?” Write the name of whoever answered 
yes in the square. You can play to three in a row or blackout the 
whole board! 

Categories Candyland
 
Play Candyland by categorizing each color. For example, red 
might be “school.” If a player lands on red, he or she has to tell 
the group something about school or answer a question about the 
category. Younger players might need some guidance, like “What’s 
your favorite game to play at recess?” Examples of categories 
include school, free time, movies/TV, family, travel, sports,  
and music.

Kelly Moore School Counselor

Power down your devices and plan a family game night! Games are fun for everyone and good for the 
brain. The best part is unhurried time together. Here’s a short list of our expert’s favorites and why:
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Megan Mann and Jessica Maguire

Super-Colossal, Humorous, Exciting, Nifty, Creative Kid

MURAL CAME TO BE

HOW THE

JOSH CLARK “When I decided to decorate my new office, I 
wanted it to be open and inviting. I also knew I wanted to make 
it kid-friendly. Our dining hall looks like Hogwarts, but I didn’t 
want my office to look that formal. I wanted it to be fun!”

STEVE SHAW “Mr. Josh asked me to design an art project for 
his office. Rather than involve one or two classes, I embraced the 
old adage ‘Anything worth doing is worth overdoing!’ I asked every 
class (all 25 of them!) if they would draw an animal for the project. 
The kids knew that not every drawing would be used, but everyone 
participated, and soon there was a huge pile of cool kid art. At this 
point, I realized the project was going to be big - really big - so I 
asked our art gallery parent volunteers Jessica Maguire and  
Megan Mann for help.”

JESSICA MAGUIRE “Megan and I were excited to help 
welcome our new Head of School to Schenck. Mr. Steve invited 
us to the art room and pulled out not one, but six huge canvases 
to almost completely fill Mr. Josh’s office wall. When Mr. Steve 
showed us the piles of kid-created art, we were blown away!”  

MEGAN MANN “Students created animals, both real and 
imaginary, as well as a few buildings, trees, and more! A couple  
of fifth grade boys made an awesome rendering of The  
Schenck School!”  

JESSICA MAGUIRE “We wanted to create a background 
where the kids’ art would shine. The student art encompassed a 
wide range of animals, from cows and pigs to whales and jellyfish, 
from cats and dogs to dragons and narwhals (one of Mr. Josh’s 
favorites), and, of course, the mighty phoenix! To make all these 
animals fit into one mural, we had to create a diverse background. 
A landscape of sky, land, and sea emerged, all surrounding The 
Schenck School!” 

MEGAN MANN “Once the background was in place, we 
trimmed the student art and arranged it on the canvases. Jessica 
and I spent several months working on the mural – seeing first 
hand the transformation into an amazing scene. We enjoyed 
working in the art room, watching the students respond to the 
mural and try to find their work.”

JOSH CLARK “I want my office to have that ‘open door’ feeling, 
and this mural creates that. Students are always popping in to ‘find 
their art.’ I invite you to come see the wonderful Super-Colossal, 
Humorous, Exciting, Nifty, Creative Kid mural created by Jessica 
Maguire, Megan Mann, Steve Shaw, and the children here at  
The Schenck School.”

The reason most people feel they can’t draw is because 
no one has shown them how. I give children very concrete 
“how to” directions.  Once they have learned basic skills, I 
encourage them to take what they know and change it to 
fit their needs. A child can take their newfound knowledge 
and use it to make their own creations. I have wonderful 
success with this technique, because children feel safe 
knowing they have a foundation to work on. From there, 
creating expressive works of art comes naturally.

Children are told what to do most of the time, so I like 
to use art as a way to empower our students. In my art 
classes, I teach children that they are in control; they have 
to make their own decisions. When working on projects, I 
make suggestions, but as artists, they are responsible for 
their actions. This freedom and responsibility results in a 
creative experience for students, and this confidence can 
carry over into their everyday lives.

Art Teacher Steve Shaw
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Hart Stuck

SHARING
Think back to that one lesson… that one fact, historical date, 
vocabulary word, or concept that you remember after all those 
years have passed. What made it stick? What connection was made 
that day that allowed you to remember the mitochondria is the 
plant’s energy storehouse or Abraham Lincoln was not the only 
one who was going to be assassinated that night?

The Schenck School Innovative Learners & Teaching (ILT) group 
started with teachers interested in visiting other schools to learn 
about their innovative teaching strategies. After a motivating 
demonstration, the teachers were abuzz with ideas and eager to 
meet and discuss them. One 7:30 a.m. meeting turned into many, 
where all we wanted to do was share ideas and learn from one 
another. The constant topic was “how do we get the engagement 
level to increase in our classrooms?” More discussion led to more 
ideas shared, and we began to realize that just sharing with one 
another was a simple yet impactful way to motivate and inspire 
our lessons. We brought successes (and failures) to the table, but 
talking about it wasn’t enough. We wanted to see each other in 
action, which led to the pineapples. 

How Pineapple Charts Revolutionized Professional Development 
by Jennifer Gonzalez explains that the pineapple is a symbol 
of welcome and can be used to encourage classroom visitors. 
We jumped on the idea and adorned our classroom doors with 
pineapple cutouts to welcome fellow teachers to come in and learn.  
A calendar now hangs in our faculty dining room with “pineapple 
opportunities.” 

Opening your doors can be quite intimidating, but at The Schenck 
School, it is working. Our teachers have the same passion for 
learning as our students and understand this is a collaborative 
work environment. We strive to move past rote memorization and 
the “same old, same old,” because we know that does not always 
work for students. We have to dive deeper, make connections, and 
show the big picture for our students. This enables them not only 
to comprehend but to synthesize, analyze, draw conclusions, and 
create. Some of the best resources are behind each Schenck School 
classroom door, where teachers take chances and try new things. 
ILT has become a rally for teachers to realize they are surrounded 
by innovators and to use this resource to their advantage. The 
Schenck School expects their students never to stop learning and 
believing in themselves, and this same expectation extends to the 
teachers, as well.

HART STUCK, FIFTH GRADE TEACHER

ideas
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DAY

IDA-GA

Grandparents

Dyslexia Dash

  My grandparents said, “this is a happy school,  
and this was the best Grandparents Day ever!”

The best thing about the IDA-GA Dyslexia Dash is 
seeing students and families gather in one location, 
full of joy, to celebrate one common denominator…
Dyslexia! We had over 575 students, family 
members, alumni, faculty, and staff represent Team 
Schenck School!

What made me smile during the Dash was 
celebrating dyslexia with current students and 
alumni as we walked, ran, smiled, and laughed. 
When we crossed the finish line, one of my students 
said, “I feel so good about myself! I did it just like I 
can do things even though I have dyslexia.” 

MICHAEL SHEPHERD, SECOND GRADE

JENNY THOMPSON, PHYSICAL EDUCATIONASHLEY SELF, THIRD GRADE TEACHER
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TRUSTEESpotlight

KIM MARKS
RELATIONSHIP TO THE SCHENCK SCHOOL:   
My two sons, Davis and William, attended the School.

COMMITTEES ON WHICH YOU SERVE:   
Strategic Planning, Development, and Committee on 
Trustees

HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU SERVED ON THE 
BOARD?   
Five  

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE BOOK?   
I have two: Crossing to Safety by Wallace Stegner and 
Glorious Physician by Taylor Caldwell.

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST PET’S NAME AND WHAT WAS 
IT?  
Dash  - a Cavalier King Charles Spaniel

WHERE WERE YOU BORN?   
Birmingham, Alabama    

HOBBIES?   
Playing Bridge, reading, yoga, walking, and relaxing at 
Lake Martin any chance I can get!

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS TEAM?   
It’s a tie between the Atlanta Braves and the Vanderbilt 
Commodores, of course!

PROUDEST ACCOMPLISHMENT?   
Raising my two boys, which is still a work in progress 

WHAT MADE YOU WANT TO BE A SCHENCK SCHOOL 
TRUSTEE?   
I wanted to be a trustee to give back to the School that 
did so much for my family and to help perpetuate that 
legacy for those who will follow. 

WHAT ABOUT THE SCHENCK SCHOOL DO YOU 
ADMIRE MOST?  
The School has unparalleled expertise in developing the 
dyslexic mind in a way that allows the child to meet his 
orher full potential.  The School accomplishes this in an 
environment of compassion that bolsters the child’s self-
esteem and arms the child with self-confidence.



7

FOUNDER’Sday

Harry Potter is a perfect theme for Founder’s Day, because 
the book series inspires children and adults to love reading, 
seek magical experiences, and appreciate that we all have 
different gifts and talents. The Schenck School, to many of 
our students, is like Hogwarts. It is a school for exceptional 
children that embraces individuality, while at the same time 
focusing on learning. From David T. Schenck’s own words: “I 
never for a moment doubted the rightness of my dreams of 
working with dyslexic children and adults. Helping them learn 
to read and spell gives them the gift of being able to learn.”

To open this year’s Founder’s Day, David H. Schenck, 
shared a story about his mother, Dee Schenck. They called 
her a “professional reader” and she said she had the ability 
to find a good book before anyone else. She purchased 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (the original British 
title) in the U.K. before it was published in the U.S. With the 
support of her husband, she ordered it and countless other 
treasured books for The Schenck School, helping create the 
magnificent library we have today.

COURTNEY DUCKETT, FOUNDER’S DAY CO-CHAIR

EMILY MILSAPS, FOUNDER’S DAY CO-CHAIR

SPORTING CLAYS For Kids
For the third year in a row, alumnus JOHN CURTIS FISHER (’00) will host Sporting Clays For Kids, a fun sporting clay shoot at 
the beautiful Blalock Lakes in Newnan, Georgia. The proceeds from this event benefit The Schenck School. To learn more, please 
contact Sporting Clays for Kids Founder and Chairman John Curtis Fisher at 770.401.1782 or at john.c.fisher@morganstanley.com.

SAVE THE DATE: APRIL 19, 2018
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 T H E  P H O E N I X 

FAMILY TREE
  ALUMNI WHO ARE RELATED TO CURRENT STUDENTS

Dyslexia not only affects one in five people, but it is also hereditary. For this edition of The Story, we asked our alumni 
what advice they share with their sons, daughters, nieces, and nephews who are now Schenck School students.

PATRICK EUART (’87)
To Lucy:
The gift of dyslexia will serve you well 
throughout your life. You will be able to 
think outside the box, which can be hard 
for those without dyslexia. Hard work 
is also a benefit of dyslexia. Throughout 
school, you will have to work a little 
harder than those who do not possess this 
gift. When you get older and have a job, 
you will not have to be told to work hard, 
because that is what you are used to doing. 
You are a special person, Lucy, and you 
will do great things in your life.
Love, DAD

ELIZABETH MCEVER (’97)
Explore and embrace your strengths; you 
have so many! 

EMILY FARINHOLT (’94)
I see dyslexia as a strength, not a weakness, 
and what is wonderful about The Schenck 
School is that it will give you the tools to 
go out in the world and achieve greatness.

CAROLINE WILDMAN (’83)
When I see Tate happily head to school 
each morning, I am reminded of how 
good it felt to me to go to Schenck. I am 
grateful to share with my son not only the 
dyslexic perspective, but importantly, also a 
school that helps us celebrate our strengths. 
Because of my positive experiences built 
on Schenck’s solid foundation, I can tell 
Tate with confidence: “You were made 
this way by design. We dyslexics bring to 
the table what the world needs, empathy 
and creativity, with the added bonus of 
being able to work hard past the point of 
discomfort. Dyslexia is a gift disguised as a 
disadvantage.”

CARSON MCELHENEY (’92)
Our little family motto has been “Never 
Give Up!” Mary Brooks and I say it often 
to each other, and it keeps us positive 
and pushing forward. Seeing her at 
The Schenck School is like reliving my 
childhood. We are so very grateful for the 
school we love so dearly.

REEVES HENRITZE (’99)
Being dyslexic is, first of all, no big 
deal; and having that attitude is critical.  
Everyone has strengths, weaknesses, and 
challenges, this just happens to be one 
issue you will have to face before some 
of your friends come to realize what 
areas in life they struggle with. For what 
it is worth, I never felt I had a huge 
disadvantage to my peers, nor has dyslexia 
ever been such a headwind that it has 
limited me in my relationships, schooling, 
or work. Life is full of hurdles; this is just 

Patrick Euart (’87) and his daughter Lucille, a 
current fourth grade Schenck School student

Elizabeth McEver (’97) with her son William, 
currently in kindergarten at The Schenck School

Reeves Henritze (’99) with nephew Cole 
Hamilton, currently in kindergarten at The 
Schenck School

Caroline Wildman and her son Tate, a current 
second grader at The Schenck School

Emily Farinholt (’94) with niece Claire Amos, 
currently in kindergarten at The Schenck School

Carson McElheney with his daughter, Mary 
Brooks, a first grader at The Schenck School
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Alyson Meyerson (’90) with her daughter 
Naomi, a current second grade Schenck 
School student

Rebecca Presnell and her daughter Bailey, 
currently in kindergarten at The Schenck School

one of many you will face — learning how 
to develop a skill set to overcome obstacles 
is an invaluable lesson to learn at such a 
young age, and in many ways, should be 
thought of as an advantage. Schenck will 
teach you all the “tricks of the trade” you 
will need to breeze right through this small 
hurdle! I still carry the lessons of checking 
my work, being mindful of careless errors, 
and remembering phonetic spelling rules 
with me to this day. Some of my greatest 
relationships were born out of my years at 
Schenck; you are in great hands, enjoy it!

ALYSON MYERSON (’90) 
Being dyslexic is such a gift. It means we 
are more clever and more creative than 
others. Use it to your advantage. Your 
uniqueness and individuality will take 
your far in life. Always remember to use 
your voice and self-advocate when you 
are unsure of yourself. You are capable of 
succeeding in anything you put your mind 
to. Your future is bright, my shining star!
 

REBECCA PRESNELL (’94) 
Growing up, my dad and I had dyslexia in 
common. We liked to think “we got each 
other.” I view Bailey having dyslexia as one 
more way to bond with her. She is sweet, 
creative, and empathetic. I wouldn’t want 
her any other way.

In the fall of 2013, I started teaching kindergarten at Westside Atlanta 
Charter School (Westside). Westside is unique in that we are located 
between Buckhead and Bankhead. As a result, we are a very diverse 
school, with students from many different backgrounds. I love 
working with this diverse population of students. I love watching the 
kindergartners go from being non-readers to readers during the course 
of the school year. A part of Westside’s vision is its innovative language 
and literacy focus. You can imagine that I was beyond thrilled to learn 
Westside was entering into partnership with The Schenck School and The 
Dyslexia Resource Trust to help with this vision. It is as if everything I feel 
passionately about with regard to education is coming together as one!

I knew I wanted to be a teacher after my first time at The Schenck 
School! My mom said after my first day at Schenck that I was a different 
child. She said she checked my book bag, and I had completed all of 
my homework by myself. . . for the first time! I remember my third grade 
teachers created such a safe place for me to learn. It was a place with 
structure, where I knew what to expect. My goal is to create that same 
environment for my students! 

The Schenck School and The Dyslexia Resource Trust (DRT) are partnering 
with Westside to offer ongoing professional development, on-site support, 
and direct student services in the areas of general literacy and language-
based learning differences. As a result of this partnership, the DRT will 
develop a scalable model for translating the Orton-Gillingham approach to 
meet the opportunities and challenges of a diverse public school setting. 
For more information on the DRT, visit DyslexiaResource.org.

Page (Long) Gilliam (’99) with her husband Jon and their 
daughter Mary Alden

Alumna’s Experience at  
The Schenck School helps
Fuel Her Passion for Teaching
                Page Gilliam (’99)
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alumni
highlights

BRITTANY (BOWEN) CAUDELL 
(’93), along with her husband, Chris, 
and their two older children, Miller and 
Maddox, welcomed baby Briggs Caudell 
on September 20, 2017. Mom is happy to 
report they are adjusting well to being a 
family of five, and everyone is doing great.

BO CURTIS 
(’94) graduated 
from Riverwood 
Charter School, 
where he starred as 
middle linebacker 
on the school’s most 
successful varsity 

football team in school history. Growing 
up, athletics played a large role for Bo, 
who participated in a total of 10 different 
sports, both at the club and varsity level. 
A highlight was playing on an elite 15U 
East Cobb Baseball team that finished 
runner up in a national United States 
Specialty Sport Association tournament 
in Orlando, FL. After high school, Bo 
attended University of Mississippi, where 
he graduated with a degree in criminal 
justice and was a member of the Alpha 
Tau Omega fraternity. Currently, Bo is co-
owner of a Play It Again Sports franchise 
in Buckhead. In addition, Bo manages 
and coaches the Dodgers, a successful East 
Cobb Baseball team, serves as a football 
coach for The Lovett School’s seventh 
grade team, and helped coach at NYO 
where he coached the intermediate team 
to a tournament championship. 

PARKER KING (’95) and Josh Harris 
(’99) reunited at the May 2017 Schenck 
School Moving On Ceremony, where Josh 
was the guest speaker.

LIZ (HOWELL) 
MCCARY (’98) 
is Vice President 
of Marketing at 
Colliers International 
South Carolina. 
She graduated from 

University of South Carolina and is 
married to Luke McCary.

TRACEY (HOWELL) MAIER (’99) 
received her degree from Virginia Tech 
in Equine Science and has been riding, 
showing, training, and managing horses 
for the past 20 years. She married Anthony 
Maier in October 2013, and together 
they own a small horse boarding barn 
in Suffolk, Virginia. In addition, Tracey 
works for The Oaks Veterinary Clinic 
Equine & Farm Services.

MARTIN WOODY (’99) is co-owner 
of Isis Music Hall in Ashville, North 
Carolina. Isis Music Hall originally was 
built as a theater in 1937 and was restored 
into a restaurant and live music venue.

CHARLES MILNER (’98) graduated 
from Woodward Academy in 2006. 
After high school, he attended Auburn 
University, where he graduated from the 
business school in 2010. He currently 
works as Sales Manager at Gordon 
Document Products. 

KAYLA ALEXANDER (’04) graduated 
from the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago and is now a full-time multi-
media artist with interests in photography, 
painting, and fiber and materials.

ANDREW BAMFORD (’04)
REEVES HOLDEN (’10)
Andrew is in his final year at Georgia 
State University, where he is earning 
two degrees, one in early childhood 
education and the other in special 
education. When he’s not studying, 

Tracey (Howell) Maier and her husband Anthony

Kayla Alexander (’04) with faculty member 
Steve Shaw, photographed in front of one of 
Kayla’s fabric art pieces

Schenck School summer interns Andrew 
Bamford (’04) and Reeves Holden (’10)

Continued on page 13
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alumni
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   Words of Wisdom  
FOR MOVING ON
                      BY JOSH HARRIS (’99)

I had the privilege of attending The Schenck School in 
second through fourth grades. I learned at The Schenck 
School it is OK to be different. I learned the people who 
leave the biggest legacy stand out from the crowd. 
Amazing teachers believed in me before I believed in 
myself and taught me I can be great, not in spite of, 
but because of my learning disability. As a result, this 
institution holds a special place in my heart.

This School truly helped champion my comeback. Before 
Schenck, I was not the best student. Luckily, I found 
The Schenck School, where I cultivated a learning style 
that actually worked, was guided by the country’s best 
educators, and came to know I was smart.

Today I want to share some common but powerful lessons 
I learned at The Schenck School and during my life. I hope 
these lessons will impact you as much as they have me.

Never miss an opportunity to say something kind to 
someone else. Life can be tough, and a single word of 
encouragement can turn the day around for somebody. As 
you embark on middle school and beyond, you will have 
opportunities to bring others down, but I promise you’ll go 
farther in life if you treat everyone you meet with courtesy. 

Love and honor your parents…especially if you want 
to be a comedian, because you’ll be living with them well 
into your 30’s!

Get out of your comfort zone, chase your dreams, 
and do things that occasionally scare you. I believe 
there’s no growth in comfort and no comfort in growth. 
Great basketball player Michael Jordon said, “You miss 
100-percent of the shots you don’t take!”

Find what you love, pursue it passionately, and practice 
persistence. Daily discipline always trumps talent. When 
I started performing stand-up comedy, I had no idea what 
I was doing, but I made a commitment to write an hour a 
day. Within a year, I had performed on national television. I 
promise you I am not the most talented, but I am the most 
tenacious. You will succeed. You will fail. I learned more 
from my failures than my victories.

Celebrate your achievements, don’t waste your energy 
comparing yourself to others, and realize you were 
created on purpose for a purpose. When I was younger, 
comparison plagued me. Before my 30th birthday, I was 
like, “Oh my gosh, I’m turning 30 in a week. I’ve got 
seven days to get married, have a kid and start enjoying 
golf.” Joking aside, run your own race, know that you’re 
uniquely gifted, and be grateful there’s nobody like you!

The friends you have will shape who you become. 
I believe we are who we hang out with. There’s a big 
difference between doing what’s right and doing what’s 
cool. Don’t choose cool to sacrifice doing what’s right.  

Early is on time, on-time is late, and late is 
unacceptable. 

Dress for the job you want, not the job you have. This 
seemed like a good idea until I showed up for my first 
day working at Wendy’s fast food restaurant dressed as a 
running back!

Have faith. When I’m embarking on a dream, the most 
reliable formula I have is to pray like my success depends 
on a higher being and work like it depends on me.

As you step out of this amazing school, the world will 
become a little bigger, your influence will get a little 
greater, and the stakes become much higher. However, I 
say with certainty, if you listen to your teachers, love your 
parents, find friends who bring out your best, work hard, 
and have faith, you can achieve anything you put your 
mind to. Shoot for the moon; if you fall short, you’ll be 
among the stars.

Josh Harris (’99) is an Atlanta comedian. He was a semi-finalist on Bill 
Bellamy’s “Who’s Got Jokes,” and in 2009, Josh competed in the finals of 
the nationwide talent search program “Stand Up NBC,” which showcases 
talent from across the country. Most recently, Josh performed a nationally 
televised comedy set for Bounce TV’s “Off the Chain,” hosted by Rodney 
Perry from “The Monique Show.” In 2014, Josh launched a Kickstarter 
campaign to fund his debut musical comedy album “I’m Here You’re 
Welcome.” The album was released in 2015 and in the first week hit #3 
on the iTunes comedy charts and #13 on the Billboard Comedy Charts. 
Coincidentally, the Kickstarter campaign which helped fund the album 
finished as the eighth most popular Kickstarter campaign in the country out 
of 30,000 projects.

Josh Harris (’99)
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  “It’s Been  
 a Long Day” 
  BY CLAIRE RINCK (’10)

“It’s been a long day.” I say this phrase a lot, probably 
more than two times a day to be perfectly honest. Even 
though these words may seem trivial, they resonate 
deeply with me. They are the first lyrics in a song from one 
of my favorite movie series, Fast and Furious. I interpret 
the words to encompass so much more than just one day; 
they seem to describe my life thus far.  

I think all of us could agree that our own “road” has not 
always been straight, flat, or even visible at times. Like 
yours, my road has had its fair share of challenges that 
have shaped me into who I am today. 

From a young age, I always struggled in school. I was 
falling behind even in the first grade, and I didn’t know 
how to read or write very well. I honestly dreaded school 
because I thought I was stupid, and unfortunately, I wasn’t 
the only one. People picked on me because I couldn’t 
spell, and as a six-year-old I cried a lot. A fellow dyslexic, 
Albert Einstein, once said “Everybody is a genius. But 
if you judge a fish on its ability to climb a tree it will live 
its whole life believing that it is stupid.” Like the fish, I 
believed I was stupid from first to eighth grade, because I 
could not see the path to success for my own education. 
I was lucky to have had The  Schenck School to give me 
the tools to learn during the three most crucial years of my 
educational development. However, when I later came to 
Atlanta Girls School (AGS), I still struggled more than I ever 
could have imagined. Sure, I had gone to a school that 
specializes in teaching dyslexic students, but adjusting to 
college-preparatory school work was a whole other level 
of challenge. I tried so hard to just get by in a class without 
anyone noticing that I needed more time to complete the 
simplest of tasks. And all my failed attempts on graded 

assignments were constant blows to my self-confidence. 
I cried out of frustration because I could not be cured of 
my learning difference overnight, over a year, or even over 
five years. My dyslexia and internal drive for perfectionism 
battled one another constantly. I wanted to give up daily, 
sometimes even hourly, because I felt there was no point 
for me to work and study so hard and receive little to 
nothing in return. I used to make excuses, and sometimes 
still do, that I could not do or obtain something because of 
my learning difference. And for the longest time, I believed 
that I could not become an “A” student. Fortunately, I was 
wrong. My hard work has resulted in many A’s, but more 
importantly, in understanding valuable course content and 
acquiring necessary skills. The truth is, it is painful to relive 
some of the hardest moments in our lives, but these are 
the types of experiences from which we learn and grow 
the most.  

Through my struggles with dyslexia and my challenging 
AGS education, I realize how important it is to me that 
everyone be seen as equal and respected as such. 
Although I have learned over time that I am in charge of 
my own happiness and that I should not let others’ words 
hurt me, the teasing I faced as child due to my learning 
differences lowered my self-esteem and made me feel 
inferior to my peers. No one has the right to tell you that 
you cannot do something. And if people try to do this, 
prove them wrong.

Yes, life is a constant battle, but anyone can overcome 
a struggle as long as she has the will to succeed. 
Remember that you can do anything, but you have to 
believe in yourself first. And if you’re lucky, you too will 
have amazing people who will help you along the way. 

So yes, it’s been a long day for me, but I am just getting 
started. I’ll be back and “I’ll tell you all about it when I see 
you again.”

Claire delivered this speech in March 2017 at the Atlanta Girls’ School 
(AGS). Claire graduated from AGS in May 2017 and was a member of the 
National Honor Society. At AGS, Claire played Varsity Soccer and was the 
team’s 2017 captain. In addition, Claire played soccer for Top Hat Club 
Soccer and was an active member of All Saints Episcopal Church, where 
she was in the Youth Choir and a Choir Assistant. Claire is currently in the 
Honors Scholars Program at Miami University of Ohio.

Clair Rinck (’10)
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  “It’s Been  
 a Long Day” 
  BY CLAIRE RINCK (’10)

Andrew can be found singing or rock 
climbing.

Reeves graduated high school from Holy 
Spirit Preparatory in 2016. Currently, 
she is a sophomore at Auburn University 
studying elementary special education. 
She is a member of the Delta Zeta 
sorority. She is also on a committee for the 
Auburn Dance Marathon, which benefits 
Children’s Miracle Network hospitals. 
Reeves wrote, “I absolutely loved having 
the opportunity to work at Schenck this 
summer. It’s my dream job to work at 
Schenck when I graduate.”

TAB BELVEDERE 
(’08) graduated 
from Decatur High 
School in May 2017. 
He was a member 
of the National 
Honor Society and 
the Junior Reserve 
Officers’ Training 

Corp (JROTC) and served as Raider Team 
Captain, JROTC Drill Team Captain, 
JROTC Lt. Colonel, and a member of 
the school’s cross country team. Tab is a 
freshman at the University of Georgia. 

KERRY CAHN (’04) graduated from 
The Parsons School of Design in New 
York, and is a junior designer for Nike, 
where she has worked on projects that 
have made it to market.

EMMA CARTER (’08) graduated from 
Rabun Gap Nacoochee School in Rabun 
Gap, Georgia. She is attending Hawaii 
Pacific University in Honolulu, Hawaii.

PRESTON CROSS (’08) is a senior at 
Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School. Last year, 
Preston participated in the 2017 Governor’s 
Honors Program for Theatre Design.

ALLISON 
(VINSON) 
DEFREES (’01) 
graduated from 
Georgia State 
University in May 
2017, earning her 
masters degree in 

the Art of Teaching. Allison is a faculty 
member at The Schenck School. 

JACK DEWBERRY (’08) graduated 
from North Atlanta High School in May 

2017 and is a freshman at University of 
Mississippi.

WESTON 
DUNKEL (‘08) 
graduated with 
honors from 
Woodward Academy 
in May 2017. 
At Woodward, 
Weston maintained 
honor roll for four 
consecutive years, 

was a member of the Leadership & Honor 
Council, and served on the discipline 
board. He was a four-year member of 
the varsity lacrosse team and was also the 
team’s captain. He won the War Eagle 
Award. Over the summer, Weston worked 
for his lacrosse club, LB3 Lacrosse. While 
at Woodward, Weston was recruited 
to play lacrosse for Hampden-Sydney 
College, where he is currently a freshman. 
When the lacrosse season starts in Spring 
2018, Weston will be wearing #19 for the 
Hampden-Sydney Tigers.

JOHN CURTIS FISHER (’00) and 
Jackie Goldstone became engaged in 
May. A March 24 wedding is planned 
on St. Simon’s Island. Among John 
Curtis’ groomsmen are fellow alums 
Matt Sirockman (’98), Rick Patillo (’98), 
Charles Milner (’98), and Thomas  
Story IV (’98).

SENAN 
GERAGHTY (’09) 
graduated from 
James Madison High 
School in May 2017. 
In high school, Senan 
was the treasurer for 
the computer science 
club and competed in 

the gold tier of the Air Force Association’s 
Cyberpatriot competition. He adds, “I’m 
still reading, and I’m writing a book.”

CAMERON 
GREVE (’09) 
graduated from 
Brookline High 
School in Brookline, 
Massachusetts, in 
2017. At Brookline, 
Cameron earned 
three varsity letters 

for football and rugby. He was a Latin 
Language Scholar, participated in an 
International Community Service 
program, and participated in the Harvard 
MedScience Program at Harvard Medical 
School. He is in the honors college 
majoring in biology at Salve Regina 
University in Newport, Rhode Island. 

BROOKE 
HALLORAN (’09) 
graduated with 
honors from Saint 
Francis High School 
in May 2017. At 
Saint Francis, Brooke 
was a member of the 

Beta Club and the Honor Council, an 
editor of the yearbook, and the manager 
for the state champion girl’s basketball 
team. Brooke is a freshman at University 
of Mississippi and is enrolled in the School 
of Nursing. She is a member of Pi Beta Phi 
sorority and Young Life. Brooke says, “The 
Schenck School means the world to me. 
Without the teachers’ support I received at 
Schenck, I would not be where I am today. 
I would not have graduated with honors 
and Beta recognition if it had not been 
for the learning system instilled in me as a 
child at The Schenck School.”

JOSEPH HOLBROOK (’09) graduated 
from North Springs Charter High School 
of Arts and Sciences in May 2017. While 
at North Springs, Joseph was awarded 
the John Phillip Sousa Award given for 
leadership, served two consecutive years 
as leader of the trumpet section of the 
school’s band, and worked four semesters 
as an intern at Georgia Tech’s High-Power 
Electric Propulsion Laboratory. He is a 
freshman at University of Tennessee in 
Knoxville studying industrial engineering.

KATIE JORDAN (’09) graduated 
from Pace Academy in May 2017. While 
at Pace, she played varsity soccer, was 
the co-president of the Pace Academy 
Student Support, and won a Gold Key in 
Scholastic Art for photography. She was 

John Curtis Fisher (’00) and fiancé Jackie 
Goldstone

Continued from page 10
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a member of the National Honor Society 
and graduated with high honors. Katie 
is a freshman at Case Western Reserve 
University.

FRANCES KELLEY (’08) graduated 
from Atlanta Girls’ School in May 
2017. She is currently a freshman at 
the University of Vermont studying 
Ecology at the Rubenstein School for the 
Environment.

GALE (SNYDER) KLAYMAN 
(FORMER FACULTY ’04)  
After working many years at The Schenck 
School, Gale left Atlanta and moved 
to Cincinnati, Ohio, to marry Steve 
Klayman. In Cincinnati, Gale worked 
part-time at The Marburn Academy. Gale 
is currently “semi-retired” and tutoring 
students, and she enjoys visiting her 
daughters and grandchildren. 

ROSSER MCINTOSH (’08) graduated 
from Metro Academic Studies in May 
2017 and is taking a gap year. During this 
gap year, Rosser is launching an energy 
drink start-up company for Reflex Focus, 
a jitter-free energy and focus supplement 
that glows a bright blue color under 
ultra-violet light. According to Rosser, 
“the all-natural ingredient, glow-in-the-
dark drink makes this an ideal product for 
parties, concerts, clubs, and bars.” Rosser 
says he has secured manufacturing and is 
working with investors to bring the drink 
to market.  

JOHN MOFFETT 
(’08) graduated with 
highest honors from 
The Lovett School 
in May 2017. In 
addition, John was a 
commended National 
Merit Scholar, was 
a member of the 

National Honor Society, and scored 
a 32 on his ACT. John was awarded a 
scholarship from Tulane University, where 
he is a freshman.

EMMA ORNDAHL (’08) graduated 
from The Punahou School in Honolulu, 
Hawaii. She was a member of the National 
Honor Society and the school sailing 
team. Emma is a freshman at Colgate 
University.

JAKE PATNEAU (’08) is attending 
University of Kentucky, where he plays ice 
hockey. He graduated from North Atlanta 
High School in May 2017. 

ANNABEL WARD (’08) graduated cum 
laude from Holy Innocents’ Episcopal 
School in May 2017. She was also a 
member of the National Honor Society. 
She is attends University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she is a 
freshman.

WILL ANDERSON (’16)  
Will’s Mom, Sandi, writes, “Will received 
an award for A-B honor roll, and he 
received merit for attendance. He had 
mostly A’s all year. Thank you all for 
making it possible.” Will is in the eighth 
grade at Creekland Middle School. He 
plays baseball, lacrosse, and basketball. He 
loves cheering for the Georgia Bulldogs 

and playing with his German short-haired 
pointer, Rex. His mom adds, “Will is 
a wonderful big brother to his younger 
siblings, Sydney and Kathryn.”

MILLER BELENKY (’14) is in sixth 
grade at Holy Innocents’ Episcopal 
School. Miller participates in the school 
theater program and appeared in her fifth 
grade production of Annie as Lily St. 
Regis. Currently, she is excited to be in 
the cast with her sister, Maggie (’11), of 
the Middle and Upper School fall musical 
Cinderella. In her spare time, Miller enjoys 
painting and tennis.

AVERY BRADLEY 
(’14) was on campus 
in April for the annual 
alumni reunion. 
Avery is currently in 
sixth grade at Holy 
Innocents’ Episcopal 
School. Outside of 
school, she loves art 

and playing soccer. Avery says one of her 
favorite memories of The Schenck School is 
art class with Mr. Steve.

HASELEY CAIN (’16)
CLAIRE HOBBS (’17)
MADELINE GRAHAM (’17)
ALEXIA MITCHELL (’16)
Although each girl attends a different 
school, they reunited on the basketball 
court through the Trinity Presbyterian 
Church Youth Basketball Program. Their 
team was called the Flying Phoenix. All 
four girls originally met at The Schenck 

l-r: Haseley Cain, Claire Hobbs, Madeline 
Graham, and Alexia Mitchell

Rosser McIntosh and one of his favorite 
teachers Janet Roach

Miller Belenky’s (’14) portrait of Mother Theresa 
was featured as part of a student art show at 
the Sandy Springs Public Library.

Will Anderson and his mother, Sandi

Gale Klayman reconnects with former student 
and current faculty member Margaret Snoddy 
(’03) during an on-campus visit.
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Thank you
             BY DALY GRYBOSKI (’11)

I want to take a minute to thank The Schenck School for 
everything it has done for me.

In third grade, I could not read. I went to The Schenck 
School for fourth through sixth grades and learned all of 
these amazing skills, but I did not fully understand how 
much I learned until now when I look back.

After I learned to read, I fell in love with reading. All of a 
sudden, reading became the way I relaxed each night, the 
way I escaped all of my high school drama, and where I 
found inspiration. By no means am I reading Paradise Lost 
for fun; I’m reading cheesy books that follow the same type 
of plot. However, these books are my kryptonite. 

After The Schenck School, I attended Woodward Academy. 
There I had the opportunity to tutor kids at a local College 
Park elementary school. While I was there, I helped kids 
who I could tell had dyslexia, because I recognized they 
made the same mistakes I made when I was their age. 
Teaching those kids a few of the tricks I learned at Schenck 
made me realize how special and unique my education at 
Schenck was and that I would never be where I am today 
without Schenck. Last summer, I solicited book donations 
and sent 315 books to a Jamaican elementary school in 
hopes that those kids can fall in love with reading as I have.

Now on the eve of my high school graduation, I am proud 
to share that I have been a straight-A student at Woodward 
since sophomore year, only getting one B. I applied to 

ten colleges and was accepted to eight. Not only was 
I accepted, but I received six Merit Scholarships solely 
based on my grades and ACT score. In total, I was offered 
$473,600 in merit scholarships! I will attend the University 
of Southern California, and I cannot be any more excited! 
I could not have achieved the grades, acceptances, ACT 
score, or any of it without The Schenck School and what it 
taught me. I am beyond thankful.

Thank you for everything! 
Daly Gryboski

Update: Daly is currently a freshman at University of Southern California, 
through which she is studying in Rome, Italy. Daly writes, “It is an amazing 
experience, and I have had opportunities to travel all over Europe and 
explore Rome.”

Daly Gryboski (’11)

ALUMNIUpcoming Events

SOCIAL & SHARE, AN EVENT FOR ALUMNI STUDENTS 
IN HIGH SCHOOL AND ALL ALUMNI PARENTS, 
JANUARY 25, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

TOPIC: Getting Ready for College - academically, socially 
and emotionally

GUEST SPEAKERS: Lida Griest, Lida Griest Counseling, LLC
Carolyn (Sears) Arnold (’83), Senior Coordinator of Disability 
Services, University of Georgia
Dr. Megan (McSwain) Mann (’91), Licensed Professional 
Counselor, Peachtree Art Therapy

ANNUAL ALUMNI PARTY,  
APRIL 20, 4:00-5:30 p.m., THE SCHENCK SCHOOL

STAY CONNECTED:
Send photos, news, and updates to alumni@schenck.org

Stay connected with Facebook:  
The Schenck School Alumni Association

Parents of Alumni: Help us stay in touch with our alumni. If 
your child is no longer at this address, please update us at 
alumni@schenck.org
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School and are in fourth grade this year. 
Haseley attends The Westminster Schools, 
Claire attends Rivers Academy, Madeline 
attends Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School, 
and Alexia attends The Lovett School.

SARA FRANCIS (FRANKIE) 
CHAPMAN (’11) graduated from Saint 
Francis High School in May 2017. She 
was a member of the National Honor 
Society and Beta Club. In 2014, Frankie 
was given the Honor Award; in 2016 she 
won the Perseverance Award; and in 2017 
she won the Robert Mulholland Honor 
Award. Frankie received an academic 
scholarship to attend Furman University, 
where she is a freshman. 

SARAH CRAFT 
(’10) received a high 
school degree from 
Metro Academic 
Studies and is taking 
a gap year. She and 
Rosser McIntosh 
(’08) visited campus 

this past Fall. Sarah says she is interested 
in pursuing theatrical acting, and this past 
summer she participated in a two-week 
intensive study at the American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts in New York City. 

ANDERSON 
DEAN (’16) is 
a member of the 
Georgia Boy Choir. 
His mother, Whitney, 
writes, “His gift and 
love of music have 
undoubtedly risen 
from his dyslexia. 

He is thankful that the Schenck School 
helped him realize the gifts that come with 
dyslexia. Anderson had the opportunity 
last spring to sing in the rotunda of the 
United States Capitol building. The 
Choir sang a heartfelt rendition of God 
Bless America in front of Congressman 
Barry Loudermilk. Last month, Anderson 
traveled to South Carolina, where the 
Choir performed for Governor Henry 
McMaster. This summer, Anderson will 
travel to France and Belgium to sing in the 
American cemetery in Normandy, France, 
on the 74th anniversary of D-Day. The 
Choir also will sing in the Notre Dame 
Cathedral in Paris. In the summer of 
2019, the Choir will travel to Rome, Italy, 
to perform with the Sistine Chapel Choir 
for the Pope. 

LEYTON DEAN 
(‘14) is a third grader 
at Holy Innocents’ 
Episcopal School. 
His mother, Whitney, 
writes, “Leyton has 
been able to harness 
his boundless energy 
into a successful 

gymnastics career. He is a highly 
competitive level 6 gymnast at Roswell 
Gymnastics, where he trains between 20-
24 hours a week. The gym has always been 
a magical place for him, because all of his 
worries disappear when he is swinging 
through the air. The Schenck School 
taught our family to focus on the positive 
aspects of having a learning difference, 
which is what has lead Leyton to pursue 
his passion for gymnastics. Leyton was 
recently named to USA Gymnastics 
Regional (USAG) Development team 
(also known as Future Stars), which is a 
way for USAG ‘to identify talent for the 
development of the elite athlete.’ Later 
this year, Leyton will have the chance 
to compete in Chicago as well as on the 
campus of Stanford University.” 

ISABEL (BIRDY) 
FARGASON (’10) 
graduated from Holy 
Innocents’ Episcopal 
School in May 2017. 
At Holy Innocents’, 
Birdy was the 
founder and co-leader 
of the Genders & 

Sexualities Alliance. In addition, she was a 
member of a national honor society, Rho 
Kappa, and she received the AP Drawing 
Award. Birdy was awarded an academic 
scholarship to University of Puget Sound, 
where she is a freshman.

COLE HARVEY (’16) is in the eighth 
grade at Saint Francis School and is a 
member of the National Junior Beta 
Club. Members of the Beta Club are 
invited based on high grades, strong 
effort, cooperation, and behavior. Cole 
is also a member of Saint Francis’s cross 

country team. Outside of school, Cole 
swims competitively year-round for 
Chattahoochee Gold Swim club, and 
he is an active advocate for dyslexia. 
Cole and his brother, Stephen Patrick 
(’16), work in collaboration with Tools 
for Life at Georgia Tech to publicly 
share their experiences as students with 
dyslexia. The brothers have spoken to a 
graduate-level class at University Georgia, 
the International Dyslexia Association-
Georgia Chapter/Orton-Gillingham 
Conference, and CHADD’s 2017Annual 
International Conference on ADHD. 
In addition, the brothers have shared 
their first-hand experiences working with 
assistive technology with Apple.

STEPHEN PATRICK HARVEY (’16) 
is a seventh grade student at Saint Francis 
School, where he is a member of the 
Peer Leadership and the debate teams, as 
well as baseball and football teams. He 
is also on the honor roll. In addition to 
academics and sports, Stephen Patrick 
enjoys raising awareness about dyslexia 
and assistive technology and has been a 
presenter for the past three years at the 
Institute Designed for Educating All 
Students Conference in St. Simon’s Island, 
GA. He is also a co-presenter with his 
brother, Cole Harvey (’16), on the topic of 
dyslexia, and he and his brother have made 
several presentations to various audiences 
to raise awareness about dyslexia. 

EVAN HUNTER JR. (’13) earned the 
Eagle Scout Award, which is the highest 
award Boy Scouts of America offers to 
scouts. Evan is a member of Boy Scout 
Troop 298 based out of Northside United 
Methodist Church in Buckhead. For his 
Eagle Scout community service project, 
Evan designed and built two individual 
planters in a small elevated garden at 
the William Breman Jewish Home. The 
garden serves residents who are confined 
to wheelchairs. Evan is in high school at 
Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School.
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WAYNE HYDE (’11) graduated from 
Decatur High School in May 2017. At 
graduation, Wayne was recognized as 
“Best Student” by his culinary teacher 
for his dedication and leadership. Wayne 
spent the summer working alongside 
the executive chef at a remote fishing 
resort near Ketchikan, Alaska, where he 
gained valuable experience in the world of 
culinary arts. Wayne is a freshman at the 
Johnson and Wales University in Denver, 
Colorado. His mother writes, “Wayne 
was instrumental in setting up his 504 for 
college. He speaks highly of his learning 
experiences at The Schenck School and 
how it’s been a breeze for him to advocate 
for himself.” 

EMILY MAIN (’11) 
finished middle 
school at King’s 
Ridge Christian 
School in Alpharetta, 
Georgia, in May 
2017. In middle 
school, Emily was on 
the Dean’s List, led a 

Bible study group at her school, and was a 
cheerleader for the middle school football 
team. She also ran for the middle school 
cross country and track and field teams. 
In track, Emily was awarded the Coach’s 
Award in sixth grade and the Spirit Award 
in seventh grade. Emily is a freshman 
in high school at King’s Ridge and is 
cheerleading for the high school basketball 
team. 

LIZZIE MAYFIELD 
(’10) is a senior at 
North Atlanta High 
School (NAHS) and 
recently committed 
to play soccer at West 
Virginia University 
in the fall of 2018. 
As a senior at NAHS, 

Lizzie is a member of the Warrior Wire 
newspaper staff and a member of the 
varsity soccer team, where she was awarded 

the NAHS Best Offensive Soccer Player 
award. Outside of high school, Lizzie plays 
soccer for Concord Fire Development 
Academy and the Olympic Development 
Program (ODP) Region team. It is 
through ODP that Lizzie was invited to 
international soccer trips to Brazil, Costa 
Rica, and London. Lizzie is also a National 
Training Camp participant.

CHRISTINA 
MCCOY (’16) 
completed her first 
year at Wesleyan 
School in May and 
earned the English 
Class Award, which is 
given in recognition 

of hard work and perseverance. In 
addition, she was on the merit list 
recognizing students with overall grade 
averages between 87 and 90.  Her mother 
writes, “we are so grateful to all of you 
who have been there for her on this 
journey.”

ALLISON RUSSELL (FORMER 
FACULTY ’13) had a baby boy, Thomas 
Wilde Russell, on July 20. Allison reports 
that big sister Emerson is in love with her 
new baby brother.

CATHERINE-ANNE SANCHEZ (‘10) 
is a freshman at Emory University, where 
she is on the equestrian team and the club 
polo team. She is majoring in chemistry. 
As a high school graduate last year, she 
was one of 183 high school senior scholars 
awarded the highest honors for the entire 
State of Georgia by the Department of 
Education. Catherine-Anne also won a 
National Hispanic Heritage Scholarship 
award in mathematical sciences. This 
past summer, Catherine-Anne traveled 
to Hawaii to complete her Professional 
Association of Diving Instructors 
certification. Her two favorite hobbies are 
scuba diving and shark conservation. 
 

JACK 
SCHRAMKOWSKI 
(’13) was honored 
in the spring by the 
Duke University 
Talent Identification 
Program in Durham, 
North Carolina, 
for an exceptional 

score on the ACT. Jack was recognized at a 
ceremony at the University of West Georgia 
and received further recognition honoring 
those who scored the highest on the ACT at 
the Grand Recognition Ceremony at Duke 
University’s Cameron Indoor Stadium. 
Roughly 54,000 students participate in 
the Duke TIP program, and about 2,000 
were invited to the Grand Recognition 
Ceremony. Jack is in the eighth grade at 
Sutton Middle School, where he is on the 
school cross country team. Last year, the 
team competed in the State Championship 
meet. Jack also plays baseball at NYO. 

CHARLOTTE 
SIRK (’14) won 
third place in the 
fourth through sixth 
grade division at the 
state-level “Letters 
About Literature” 
contest in May 
2017. The contest is 

sponsored by the Library of Congress and 
is a nationwide reading and writing contest. 
Students are asked to read a book, poem, 
or speech and write to the author about 
how the book affected them personally. 
Charlotte’s letter was written to one of her 
favorite authors, Shel Silverstein. Charlotte 
is in sixth grade at The Galloway School 
and plays fall softball for a recreational 
team, as well as for The Galloway School. 
She enjoys playing year-round travel soccer 
for Concord Fire, and year-round basketball 
for three different organizations.  

CORTLANDT 
SMITH (’10) 
graduated from 
Virginia Episcopal 
School in Lynchburg, 
Virginia, in May 
2017. During high 
school, Cortlandt 
earned his Eagle 

Scout rank with the Boy Scouts of 
America, graduated from Culver 
Academies Summer School, and played on 
his school’s football and state champion 

Wayne Hyde (’11) and his mother, Lois, on 
campus for a visit last spring
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lacrosse teams. During his senior year, 
he served as a senior counselor for the 
student body. Courtlandt is attending the 
University of Mississippi, where he has 
pledged Kappa Alpha fraternity.

MARY MARTIN SPINNER (’16) 
HILL SPINNER (’16)
Mary Martin is in fourth grade at the 
Fletcher School in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. She plays travel soccer for the 
Discoveries team and plays basketball 
and baseball. Her mother shares, “She 
also enjoys reading and completed eight 
chapter books on her own this year!”

Hill earned all A’s in his third grade year at 
Fort Mill Elementary School in Fort Mill, 
South Carolina where he is the fourth grade. 
He plays soccer for the Discoveries Junior 
Academy soccer travel team. In between 
soccer seasons, Hill likes to play basketball.

WILEY SPINNER 
(’15) graduated from 
fifth grade at Fort 
Mill Elementary 
School in Fort Mill, 
South Carolina, and 
was awarded the Gold 
Seal of Excellence 

for achieving straight A’s. Wiley also was 
given the Excellence in American History 
award. Outside of school, Wiley plays 
football and competitively swims. He is in 
the top-10 swimmers in North Carolina 
for his age group and received a medal in 
the 50-meter freestyle event. He is in sixth 
grade at Fort Mill Middle School. 

WILLIAM 
TURTON (’10) 
is a junior at The 
Westminster 
Schools. William 
is the Technical 
Director for WCAT 
- Westminster’s 
student-run webTV 

station. William was the recipient of 
the 2017 National Student Production 
Award for Live Sports from the National 

Academy of Television Arts & Sciences. 
The National Federation of State High 
School Associations Network also named 
WCAT the “Best Overall School Broadcast 
Program” in 2017. This past summer, 
William worked full-time as a paid intern 
in the Westminster IT Department. 
In the spring of 2018, William will 
attend The Oxbow School, a semester 
program in Napa, California, focusing on 
studio artmaking and interdisciplinary 
humanities. The program provides juniors 
the opportunity for an intensive art 
experience.  He will return to Westminster 
for his senior year.

ANNIE WATERS 
(’15) is in seventh 
grade at Holy 
Innocents’ Episcopal 
School. Last year 
Annie was a three-
season athlete: she 
ran cross country, was 
the wrestling team 

manager, and played lacrosse. Annie says her 
favorite Schenck School memory is going to 
lunch at Pero’s Pizza with her classmates.

ALUMNI REUNITE 
On a Thursday evening in September, over 70 adult alumni gathered 
on the lawn at The Schenck School to reconnect with classmates and 
visit the School that many of them hadn’t seen in over a decade! The 
inspiration for the party came from alumnus Britton Burdette (’88): 
“I developed so many great and long-lasting friendships from my 
time at The Schenck School. It is a school I can honestly say changed 
my life. Now that we are all adults, it was time to get us together and 
meet the new Head of School, Josh Clark!”

The party’s great success is due to the amazing Host Committee that 
Britton, along with alumnus John Curtis Fisher (’00), recruited to 
help spread the word, update old addresses, share emails, and work 
social media to find “lost” alumni. 

Britton and John Curtis also were instrumental in organizing the 
party. John Curtis said, “it was important the party take place on the 
lawn, because when we were all students here, the lawn was a gravel 
pit! I really wanted show other alumni how much the school has 
changed since we left.” 

Given the success of Cocktails on the Lawn, Britton hopes to harness 
the alumni enthusiasm into more consistent and regular opportunities 
for adult alumni to engage with the School. “The next step is to reach 
out to the adult alumni who attended the party and to those who 
couldn’t make it and ask them to share their stories about their time at 
The Schenck School and to share their ideas on how best to keep our 
alumni connected long after they’ve left,” says Britton.

for Cocktails on the Lawn

Mary Jane (Stacy) Brent (’95), Susanne 
(Stacy) Teegarden (’95), Hattie (Knox) 
Gelhausen (’95)

Alumni reunite at Cocktails on the Lawn 
event.

Britton Burdette (’88) and Jim Caswell (’92)
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Maggie Belenky (’11)

Someone Who had 
an Impact on My Life:

DAVID SCHENCK
BY MAGGIE BELENKY (’11)

David Schenck, the founder of The Schenck School, had 
a huge impact on my life. When I was in kindergarten, at 
Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School, I was very far behind 
the other kids in my class in reading. Honestly, I felt like I 
couldn’t read a word. In the middle of the year, my teacher 
told my parents I might have a learning disability. Soon, I 
was diagnosed with dyslexia. I wasn’t stupid; I just learned 
differently. For the next two years, I was a student at The 
Schenck School. There, I developed my love for reading 
and writing. Once I graduated from The Schenck School, I 
was reading at a level ahead of my peers. If it weren’t for Mr. 
Schenck, I would never be the student I am today. 

Mr. Schenck took a risk and founded a school for dyslexic 
students in his very own basement in 1959. The small, one-
classroom school later expanded into one of the nation’s 

leading schools for dyslexic students. Mr. Schenck’s goal 
was to teach children who had difficulty with reading 
and specific language skills using the Orton-Gillingham 
approach. Orton-Gillingham is a multi-sensory method of 
teaching kids to read. Mr. Schenck also believed in teaching 
dyslexics to advocate for themselves. Mr. Schenck changed 
hundreds of lives with his method of teaching and the 
welcoming environment he created at his school for dyslexic 
students. Mr. Schenck passed away on December 23, 
2014, but his legacy continues to impact many people. My 
Schenck School experience has inspired me to never give 
up, because if I persevere, I can achieve anything. Thanks to 
Mr. Schenck, I believe I am able to reach my full potential.

Maggie Belenky (‘11) wrote this essay in response to an assignment to write 
about someone who has had an impact on her life. Maggie is in ninth grade 
at Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School, where she is a staff writer for The 
C&G Magazine, participates in several school organizations like Model U.N., 
Horizons, Furkids, and Baking for Charity, and takes a rigorous course load. 
Maggie has appeared in a number of school theatrical productions, including 
The Drowsy Chaperone, Little Women, and Suessical. Currently, she plays a 
stepsister (Gabrielle) in the fall 2017 production of Rogers and Hammerstein’s 
Cinderella and enjoys being in the cast with her sister, Miller (’14).

ALUMNI PARTY 

for Cocktails on the Lawn

Annual
We extend a very special thank you to all of the alumni and parents who attended last year’s event, which was one of the 
biggest alumni parties to date. Guests enjoyed Pero’s Pizza, face painting, photo booth fun, and catching up with some of 
their favorite teachers!
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KIDS + BENCH = FRIENDSHIP
Last May, Alex Chamberlain led Ms.Crane and Ms.Youmans’s second grade class in bring the Buddy Bench 
to The Schenck School. Students know if they see someone sitting on the Buddy Bench, it’s a signal that the 
classmate wants to be included. Simply put, if you see someone one the bench, go say “hello!” It’s an easy way 
to foster friendship and bring students together.


