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During my family’s transition to Atlanta, we have learned 
a few things:

•  Unused kitchen gadgets, broken souvenirs, and  
   outdated clothing will remain just that, even  
   after wrapping them in paper, packing them in  
   a box, and hauling them across the country.

•  It is impossible to be on time in Atlanta. You  
   can be early, you can be late, but you cannot be  
   on time.

•  You know you’re “home” when you can get to  
   Costco without your GPS.

Moving is a humbling experience. 

It also can be a rejuvenating one, though. On a personal level, 
my family has come closer together as we learn to navigate a 
new city, new schools, and new friendships. 

Professionally, The Schenck School has deepened my belief in 
the power of the dyslexic brain. From solving complex math 
equations, to segmenting words into syllables, to creating 
beautiful artwork, our classrooms and hallways are a reminder 
that great minds think differently.

In their book The Dyslexic Advantage, Drs. Fernette and 
Brock Eide argue for a new interpretation of dyslexia. They 
understand dyslexia not as an impairment, but an alternative 
wiring of the brain which brings extreme challenges but also 
opportunities. They understand dyslexia not as a condition, 
disease, or syndrome, but a wonderful example of humanity’s 
diversity and adaptability. In the book, their detailed 
explanations of brain science are paired with examples of 
tremendous achievement, from the man who invented the 
compact disc to novelist Anne Rice.

I recently gave a talk entitled “Understanding Dyslexia,” 
in which I highlighted research by the Drs. Eide where 
they surveyed individuals who were “Definitely Dyslexic” 
and “Definitely Not Dyslexic.” For a series of questions, 
participants selected a response on a spectrum of “Strongly 
Agree” to “Strongly Disagree.” When presented with the 
statement “Reading aloud is hard for me,” over 60% of 
dyslexic participants agreed, while 94% of non-dyslexics 
strongly disagreed. Similar results were found for “Learning

multiplication facts was hard for me” and “I often have 
difficulty remembering names.” 

This trend continued throughout the survey, with 
disproportionate responses on either end of the range. What 
did change, though, was the nature of the questions.

•  “I have always been good at building things ”  
   - 72% of dyslexics agree, while 52% non-dyslexic  
   thinkers disagree

•  “I am better at understanding the big picture  
   than thinking about details” - 84% dyslexics  
   agree, while 73% of non-dyslexic only  
   somewhat agree or disagree 

Dyslexia creates enormous difficulties when dyslexics are 
asked to learn to read, write, and spell. In our print-saturated 
world, these difficulties can impede academic growth and 
confidence. However, when given the appropriate tools 
to navigate their own neurological pathways, those same 
differences can be opportunities for dyslexic individuals.

We all become consumed by the day to day. Our perspectives 
and understandings become about the now and not the larger 
picture we are working towards. Sometimes it helps to get up 
and move.

JOSH CLARK, HEAD OF SCHOOL

Josh Clark, Head of School



2

Finger painting, skipping around a circle, making 
friends, building with blocks, creating clay nests - 

these are my childhood memories of kindergarten. As 
a teacher of this wonderful age group for 25 years, I 
have witnessed a dramatic change in the purpose and 
expectations of kindergarten.  

For years, kindergarten was viewed as a time for 
exploration, developing social skills, and play. A recently 
published study by the University of Virginia’s Curry 
School of Education says that now 80% of kindergarten 
teachers, up from 31% in 1998, believe that children 
should learn to read in kindergarten, and 76% say they 
teach conventional spelling on a daily basis. The study 
goes on to say that these teachers believe that academic 
instruction should begin during preschool.  

These changes have created a heated discussion on the 
appropriateness of formalized academics in the early 
years. While there is strong evidence that exposure 
to advanced content in kindergarten can be highly 
beneficial, others point to the corresponding decrease 
in child-driven instruction, play, and the arts. So what 
should kindergarten teachers do?  To put it simply, make 
learning fun.  A more academic approach does not have 
to take away from the joy of learning. We are not faced 
with a binary choice, and academics can and should be 
infused with play. 

But what does today’s academic kindergarten experience 
mean for dyslexic children? Quite possibly it is the first 
opportunity for them to question their abilities and 
doubt their intelligence. The seeds of inadequacy are 
planted earlier than ever before. How can we ensure that 
our youngest dyslexic children start and continue their 
academic journey filled with confidence and enthusiasm? 
There are two critical steps: early identification and 
early intervention. A recent groundbreaking study 

from University of California Davis and Yale University 
(Shaywitz) states that “identifying students at risk 
for dyslexia and then implementing effective reading 
programs as early as kindergarten or even preschool, 
offers the potential to close the achievement gap.” If we 
hope to see the trajectory of reading scores converge with 
typical readers, we must start early.  

Here at The Schenk School’s kindergarten, we value 
hands-on learning experiences and the power of play. 
We also value the joy of academic connections. So what 
memories will our Schenck School kindergarteners have 
in their future? finger painting, building with blocks, 
making new friends, increased confidence, AND the 
incredible pride of breaking the code on the path  
to reading.  

Jennie Curtis, 2016-2017 Schenck School Master Teacher, 
has taught for 29 years, 25 in kindergarten. She was part 
of the first kindergarten teaching team when the School 
began the kindergarten program 25 years ago. Jennie was 
born in Atlanta, attended E. Rivers Elementary School, and 
graduated from The Westminster School. She received her 
undergraduate degree from The University of Georgia and a 
masters degree from Brenau University. Thirty-five years ago, 
she married her high school sweetheart, John. Jennie and 
John have two children and two grandchildren.

Kindergarten,  
          The New First Grade?

JENNIE CURTIS, KINDERGARTEN TEACHER
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Listen for the hum of an overhead light, the click of  
 a car door, the scuff of shoes on a tile floor, and the 

silence as soon as the rain stops. We rarely stop to hear 
these simple sounds buzzing around us. Similarly, as 
proficient readers, we seldom notice the distinct sounds 
of a word. Yet awareness of these individual sounds is 
the primary and foundational building block for reading 
acquisition.  

A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a language 
and distinguishes one word from another. The difference 
between cat and cut is the sound made by the vowel; 
in the words pick and sick, it is the initial consonant 
sound. One small sound change makes a huge impact 
on reading and spelling success. With adequate time 
spent and direct activities aimed to develop his or her 
awareness of these sounds, a child will be better prepared 
to approach decoding, or breaking the code of printed 
language. For our dyslexic children, this is even more 
crucial. The breakdown in reading for dyslexics is at this 
phonological level. It is within this area we see “red flags” 
for reading trouble, such as difficulty with rhyming, 
segmenting sounds, isolating sounds, and blending 
sounds. Without a strong base of phonological skills, 
dyslexics have an even harder time associating letters 
with sounds, and, therefore, learning to read and spell.   

More preschool and kindergarten programs are 
highlighting this pivotal skill. Marilyn Jager Adams, a 
leading researcher and the author of Phonemic Awareness 
in Young Children, states that a school-aged child’s ability 
to isolate and manipulate sounds in words correlates 
to later reading success. When assessed early, students 
with poor phonemic awareness, like dyslexics, can begin 
to receive remedial help before experiencing the burn 
of failure. Therefore, teachers of young children who 
explicitly take time to develop a student’s ability to 
identify, discriminate, blend, and segment sounds and 
play with those sound structures are supplying students 
with the first skill necessary for reading. 

Josie Calamari is the Teacher Training Coordinator 
with The Schenck School and the Dyslexia Resource 
Trust (DRT), a nonprofit charged with expanding the 
reach of The Schenck School into both public and private 
school communities. Before joining the DRT, Josie taught 
sixth grade at The Schenck School for eight years. She 
is currently a Fellow-in-Training with the Academy of 
Orton-Gillingham Practioners and Educators, serves on 
their conference committee, and has been involved with 
IDA Georgia’s board and branch. On a personal note, Josie 
and her husband, Matt, have been married for 8 years and 
enjoy raising their twin sons, George and Grant, in the city 
where they were raised. 

The Importance of

Early, And Often, 
Phonemic Awareness Activities

JOSIE CALAMARI
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Thank you to our parents and friends of the School who “raised their paddles” at the 2016 
Auction & Gala to donate new playground equipment for the Kolb Family Field. The new 

equipment is mobile and leads to open-ended play, encouraging students to create,  
pretend, and build.

Win-Win for All Our Students
Nikki Higgins and Kate Robinson, Occupational Therapists

At The Schenck School, every aspect of the day – including recess – is tailored toward our mission of developing the 
rich potential of students with dyslexia.  We love that the new playground equipment does just that!  While some of 
our students may not enjoy traditional recess activities like organized sports, the introduction of moveable, dynamic 

play equipment that can be used in a variety of ways allows every student the opportunity to play.  Research repeatedly 
shows that play and physical exercise are linked to higher test scores, improved attention and memory, and improved 
reading skills. Imaginative play that helps develop the potential of our students while they are having fun – it’s a win-

win for everyone!

Talking and Listening  - Why I love the new playground equipment
Kelly Moore, School Counselor

The new playground equipment allows our students to practice many of the skills and concepts we emphasize throughout the 
school year—getting along with others, being able to see another’s point of view, managing one’s own emotions, communication 

(talking and listening), working together, cooperation, problem solving, working through disagreements, negotiating compromise, 
thinking flexibly (there is more than one way to build a house!), and balancing leading and following. In addition, research 
indicates that students pay more attention to academics after they’ve had unstructured breaks, in which they are free to play 

without direction from adults. Overall, the new playground equipment provides a host of opportunities for social and emotional 
learning, and we are so thankful to everyone who “raised their paddle” and donated during the Auction & Gala.

“Paddle Raiser” Donations at the Auction & Gala = 
Imaginative Fun on the Playfield
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IDA-GADyslexia 5K Dash

The Schenck School held Grandparents and Special Friends’ Day on Friday, September 23. The students were very excited 
to welcome their guests and to share the Schenck School experience with them. Thank you to all of the grandparents and 
special friends in attendance and to the wonderful volunteers who made the event such a success!

Our mascot’s motto, “Read, Rise and Fly,” transformed in to “Run, Run, Run” at the IDA-GA Dyslexia 5K Dash on Saturday, 
October 15. TEAM SCHENCK SCHOOL was a mighty force of over 450 students, family members, alumni, faculty, and staff! We 
are so proud of our students who represented our School and thankful to our families for their support of dyslexic learners!

SPECIAL FRIENDS’ 
D A Y

Grandparents & 



66

We celebrated Founder’s Day on Friday, October 21. Our theme came from a quote by alumnus 
and former Schenck School parent Rob Hill: “David Schenck was tall and lanky with a head full 

of rebellious hair. He had that absent-minded, disheveled appearance that belongs either to a genius or a 
child… David Schenck was the best of both… a combination of Albert Einstein and Willy Wonka!” 
On a day celebrating creativity, imagination, and intelligence, students enjoyed Oompa Loompa relay 
races, Willy Wonka’s Chocolate River obstacle course, Big Thinker’s Science Experience, face painting, a 
photo booth, and relaxing with snacks and a clip from the film Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. We 
opened and closed with Schenck School cheers and drumming by music teacher Eric Taylor and the sixth 
grade students. We were joined by Mr. Schenck’s sons, David and William Schenck. It was a beautiful fall 
day and a wonderful tribute to David Schenck. 

Founder’s Day
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Sporting Clays 
       for Kids

Schenck School alumnus John Curtis Fisher long had thought about how he could support the School. Having 
experienced what it’s like to struggle with dyslexia, he knew first-hand the impact The Schenck School can 

have on a child’s life. “I knew I wanted to find a way to support the School. I wanted to do a different type of 
fundraiser – one that was meaningful as well as fun, and that’s how “Clays for Kids” came to exist – a comfortable 
clay shooting competition in a relaxed setting that drives people, along with local and global corporations, to raise 
awareness for dyslexia and The Schenck School.” 

The shoot was held on April 14, 2016, at beautiful Blaylock Lakes Sporting Club. Thank you to John Curtis 
and the others listed below for organizing and supporting this outstanding event. It raised over $25,000 for The 
Schenck School, earmarked for Faculty and Staff Professional Development.  

Founder and Chairman
John Curtis Fisher

Board Members
Chad Knudsen 
Mark Spinner 
Blake Dexter 
Rosalie Davis

Gold Sponsor
UBS Fisher Wealth Management 

Chris and Melissa Glover

Silver Sponsors
Core Property Capital 

Rogers Electric 
Liz and Rob Shults 

Cox Enterprises

Bronze Sponsors
Arcus Capital 
Brand Bank 

The Hoth Family 
Delaware Investments 

Dexter Companies 
Juneau Construction 

Goldman Sachs 
SunTrust Robinson Humphrey 

Pioneer Investments 
John Patterson 

AccessOne MedCard 
Corey Richardson 

Top Spin 
Chas. Lunsford Sons & Associates 

Jon Dangar

Other Sponsors

Mike McMillen 
Columbia Threadneedle 

Webb Armentrout 
Reliant Real Estate Partners 

High Country Outfitters 
Boyt Harness Company 

Stoddard’s Range and Guns 
Reynolds Plantation 

Orvis 
Nantahala Outdoor Center 

River Through Atlanta
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Relationship to The Schenck School:   
Daughters (Maggie Belenky and Miller Belenky) 
attended the School

Committees on which you serve:   
Committee on Trustees

How many years have you served on the 
board?   
Five

What is your favorite book?   
A tie between The Adventures of Augie March, by  
Saul Bellow, and the entire Harry Potter series

What was your first pet’s name and what 
was it?   
Seabul the dog

Where were you born? 
Springfield, Massachusetts

Hobbies? 
Reading and working my way up to being a bad golfer 
(from a terrible golfer)

What is your favorite sports team? 
Duke Blue Devils (basketball)

Proudest accomplishment? 
I am most proud of being a husband to my wife, Sally, 
and father to my daughters, Maggie and Miller…. and 
co-caretaker to Stella (dog) and Benihana (Betta fish).

What made you want to be a Schenck  
School Trustee? 
We’ve been fortunate to send both of our daughters 
to The Schenck School. We can never fully repay the 
School for all it has done for our entire family, but 
serving on the Board is a measure of our gratitude. It 
is also a way to play a small role in ensuring that future 
students and families have similar opportunities.

What about The Schenck School do you 
admire most? 
Your son or daughter will leave The Schenck School 
brimming with confidence and proud of the gift of dyslexia.

TrusteeSpotlight

In each issue of The Story, a different member of the School’s Board of Trustees is highlighted. 
These men and women are responsible for the long-term health and viability of The Schenck 

School and are devoted to its mission.

Erik Belenky 

Erik Belenky and Family

8
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Megan McSwain Mann 
(’91)  
Being dyslexic is a gift 
we both have! Dyslexic 
means our brains work a 
little bit differently from 
other people. The good 
news about this is that we 
really can solve problems 
and think creatively. The 
challenging news is that 
school, especially spelling, 
might take a little extra 

time and effort, which means we have to learn to 
work hard and ask for help.

Bill Kesterton (’79)  
“You can turn dyslexia 
into one of the greatest 
gifts as long as you work 
hard, believe in yourself, 
and don’t listen to 
those who say you can’t 
succeed.”

Mark Bell II (’82)  
Growing up, my mother 
hung a poster of famous 
dyslexics that spoke of 
learning differences, not 
learning disabilities. This 
poster reminded me daily 
that dyslexia may be an 
inconvenience, but it 
was also an invitation 
to use my dyslexic 
brain in amazing ways. 
To a dyslexic who has 
written books, taught at 

Oxford University, was the valedictorian at Stanford 
University, and now works in finance, dyslexia may 
be an advantage, but it always requires hard work, 
persistence, and determination. These are skills my 
teacher, Laura Reed, taught me at The Schenck School 
that changed my life. To my dyslexic sons and to all 
the students at The Schenck School, remember always 
to do your very best, don’t be afraid to make mistakes, 
and never, ever give up. Finally, and most importantly, 
be kind.

Zac Broach (’89)  
“Find your passion in life 
and go for it.”

 T H E  P H O E N I X 

FAMILY TREE
  ALUMNI WHO ARE PARENTS TO CURRENT STUDENTS

Megan McSwain Mann (’91) with 
her son current student John 
Mann (Kindergarten)

Zac Broach (’89) with his son 
current student Bo (5th grade)

Bill Kesterton (’79) and daughter 
current student Molly (5th grade)

Mark Bell II (’82) with his son 
and current student Max (2nd 
grade)

Dyslexia not only affects one in five people, but it is also hereditary. 

For this edition of The Story, we asked a few of our current parents who are alumni to 
share their advice to students.
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Jeffrey Wright (’88) with his 
children who are current students 
Collier (Kindergarten) and Mary 
Lanigan (2nd grade).

Todd Servick (’86) and son 
current student Brady (1st grade)

Chad Knudsen (’83)  
Never Give Up! 
Something I remember 
my father, a self-diagnosed 
dyslexic, telling me when 
I was younger attending 
The Schenck School. 
Coincidentally, my father 
has developed one of the 
strongest work ethics 
of anyone I know. Dad 
also taught me there is 
usually more than one 
way to solve a problem 

if you take the time to look for it. I know dyslexia 
has helped me find non-traditional approaches to 
many problems in life, both in my professional and 
non-professional interactions. My advice to students 
with dyslexia is to understand that things might be 
challenging and take longer to accomplish in school 
now, but do not be discouraged. You are on a journey, 
and though it might not make sense now, you are 
learning very important skills at a young age, such as 
emotional intelligence and a strong work ethic, skills 
that will give you an advantage in life.

Todd Servick (’86)  
Brady,

Schenck asked me to 
write a little something 
on being dyslexic, so I 
thought I would take 
this time to write you a 
letter and tell you what an 
incredible little boy you 
are, how proud Mom and 
I are of you, and that we 
love you so much. I know 
that reading and school 
do not come easy for you, 
and to be honest, it never 
came easy for Dad as well. 
If it wasn’t for Siri and 

Google, I still couldn’t spell. Sometimes the hardest 
things in life are the most rewarding, because you 
learn how to work through them, and because of hard 
work and determination, you learn that you can get 
through anything.

I used to wish that you did not have dyslexia, because 
I never wanted you to struggle like I did. But ever 
since I dropped you off for your first week of The 

Schenck School, I felt that it was a true blessing 
because you have been given a gift that will make you 
use your incredible brain in so many different ways. 
Your loving, calm, thoughtful, and caring nature 
shines through even more. I felt a true peace that you 
were in the right place and that I was so lucky that 
you are there in the first grade. They will give you all 
the tools to succeed in school and in life. I was not as 
lucky as you, as I started The Schenck School in the 
sixth grade.

Mom and I are so proud of you, and it has been 
incredible to see you read in just a couple of months. 
You are making huge strides. I will leave you with a 
couple more things; always be grateful and caring and, 
most of all, be Brady.

I love you, 
Dad

Jeffrey Wright (’88)  
Schenck is the “Wright” 
place for our family! This 
is some of the advice I 
have given to both Mary 
Lanigan and Collier about 
being dyslexic:

1. It’s a family tradition.  
     Dyslexia, Schenck, and  
    working hard.

2. You will work 100  
     times harder than a  
     non-dyslexic person to  
     learn the same lesson.  

3. Work, work and work harder and never give up. 

4. Try, try, memorize, try again, and then repeat.

5. Read, write, repeat.

6. Your hard work will pay off, not only today,  
    but when you are older, and it will make  
    you stronger. 

7. You will find, when you are older, you will be  
    able to do things non-dyslexic people cannot.  
    Never give up, and you will not be defeated. This  
    is one of the greatest life skills ever. You will not  
    be defeated; this is what Schenck is going to  
    teach you. In my mind, still today this ability  
    to bounce back from setbacks and defeat is the  
    greatest gift Schenck and dyslexia have given  
    to me. 

Chad Knudsen (’83) with his 
daughter current student Kate 
(3rd grade) and one of her favorite 
teachers, Steve Shaw.
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A L U M N I  H I G H L I G H T S

Corey Hartman (’96)
Retired Schenck School Upper Level Principal Cheryl Mullins reconnected 
alum Corey Hartman. Cheryl reports, “Corey has a fond place in her heart 
for The Schenck School and, as a result of her positive experience as  
a student at The Schenck School, is currently working in Special 
Education in DeKalb County.”

Allison Arne (’09)
Allison graduated from Lakeside High 
School, where she had successful 
academic and extra-curricular 
experiences. In her senior year, she 
was President of the Beta Club, a 
member of the National Honor Society, 
and a member of Tri-M Music Society. 
While at Lakeside, Allison scored 
an 800 on the math section of the 
SAT, was named AP Scholar, and 

received the George Eastman Young Leaders Award. Allison was varsity 
swim team captain and played three different instruments for the 
school’s various bands. Outside of school, Allison volunteers for St. 
John’s Lutheran Church and for People to People Student Ambassador 
Program. Allison currently attends University of Rochester and plans to 
major in science.

Alexander Boor (’08) 
Alexander graduated in May 2016 
from Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School. 
He is currently a freshman at Florida 
State University (FSU), and he is 
studying in Florence, Italy, with the FSU 
International Program.

Kate Chapman (’09)  
Kate graduated from Holy Innocents’ 
Episcopal School (HIES) in May 2016. 
While at HIES, Kate was the Captain 
of the varsity softball team and the 
team’s pitcher. She was Vice President 
of the National Honor Society, Leader 
of All Girls United, and a member 
of various societies and councils, 
including National Science Honors 

Society, National Social Studies Honor Society, and Prom & Activities 
Council. After graduation, Kate traveled with Georgia Tech’s Outdoor 
Recreation Club to Alaska where she spent two weeks backpacking 
and ice climbing. Kate is currently a freshman at Georgia Institute of 
Technology, where she is studying Biomedical Engineering. She recently 
pledged Alpha Chi Omega sorority, joined an outdoor recreation club 
called For the Kids, and was accepted into the Freshman Servant 
Leader organization on campus.

Fallon Doherty (’08) 
In May 2016, Fallon graduated from Ben Franklin Academy, where she 
earned several awards: 2016 President’s Education Award, Excellence 
in Marine Biology Award, Excellence in Jewelry and Ceramics Award, 
and the Ron Luckie Award for Strength of Character. Fallon is currently 
a freshman at Auburn University. 
 

Payton Gannon (’08)
In May 2016, Payton graduated from 
Pace Academy, where she received the 
Agnes Scott Book Award. Payton also 
was named Scholar with Honors and 
an Orkin Scholar. While in her senior 
year at Pace, Payton was President of 
Chorus, President of the Knitting Club, 
and Leader of Pace Academy Board of 
Diversity. This past summer, Payton 

appeared as Heather Duke in the production of Heathers at Stagedoor 
Manor in Loch Sheldrake, New York. Presently, Payton is a freshman 
at Brown University, where she joined the knitting group TINK, which 
teaches single mothers to knit and then sells the knit items at the 
Brown bookstore. The profits earned from the sale of the items are 
returned to the single mothers. Payton also joined Brown Democrats 
and is working to register students to vote.  

Murray Gray (’03)
Mark Snoddy (’03)
Murray and Mark were on 
campus as guest readers for 
the Widener/Snoddy second 
grade class (Mark is faculty 
member Margaret Snoddy’s 
twin brother.) After reading to 
the class, Murray and Mark 

  caught up with one of their
         favorite teachers, Janet Street. 
Murray and Mark became friends in first grade at The Schenck School 
and, coincidentally, despite attending different schools and colleges, 
ended up working together at Rubicon in Atlanta. As Mark said, “We 
started the first day of first grade together, and we started the first day 
of work at Rubicon together!”  Murray is a recent graduate of Auburn 
University, where he was a Young Life Leader and a member of the 
Alpha Zeta chapter of FarmHouse Fraternity. He is an Account Executive 
with Rubicon Global and says, “I play as much golf as I can!” Mark is a 
2016 graduate of University of South Carolina. 

1990’s

Allison Arne

Kate Chapman

Alexander Boor

Payton Gannon

Murray Gray and Mark Snoddy 
reunited with their former 

3rd grade teacher Janet Street

2000’s
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A L U M N I  H I G H L I G H T S

Courtney Hammond (’08)
After leaving The Schenck School in 2008, Courtney returned to Holy 
Innocents’ Episcopal School (HIES) in the fifth grade. In May 2016, 
Courtney graduated from HIES and is now a freshman at the University 
of Virginia. While at HIES, Courtney was a member of the National 
Honor Society and successfully completed nine AP classes, including 
four in her senior year.

Cole Haverty (’06) 
Cole graduated from Pace Academy in 2015 and is currently a 
sophomore at the University of North Carolina. 

Tate Haverty (’03) 
Tate graduated from the University of Georgia in May 2016.

Nick Hufler (’08) 
Nick is a freshman at Georgia Southern College. He graduated in May 
2016 from St. Francis High School, where he was a member of the 
Improv team, the Robotics Club, and History Club. Nick was also the  
St. Francis High School mascot.

Karen (Gregory) Kimball  
(Former Faculty ’04)
Karen embarked on a life-changing 
journey to Malawi, Africa, where 
she stayed for six months in order 
to start an educational program 
providing literacy training to 
teachers. In an interview for Bas 
Blue Bluestocking Salon newsletter, 
Karen said, “I was trained in Orton-
Gillingham Approach (O-G) 

                    for reading instruction at The 
Schenck School in Atlanta…For the past 12 years, I have used O-G 
principles to teach beginning reading skills to adults at the Cobb 
County Adult Education Center in Georgia. Many of these students come 
from other countries where they have limited opportunity to attend 
school and where English is not their first language. They seem to really 
like and benefit from the direct instruction of the O-G Approach.”

Tucker Kimbrough (’09)
Tucker graduated from Woodward Academy in May 2016. He was awarded 
the Academic Heritage Scholarship to Auburn University, where he is 
currently enrolled as a freshman. 

Abby Lawson (’06)
Abby graduated from Woodward Academy in 2014. She is currently in 
her junior year at the University of Mississippi. Her Mom says “Abby 
LOVES college and Oxford, Mississippi!” Since high school graduation, 
Abby has maintained her academic scholarships and a minimum 
3.5 GPA. Abby is majoring in Integrated Marketing Concepts. Outside 
of classes, Abby works with Total Production, a company that films 
all of the sporting events at Ole Miss; she also provides childcare for 
Oxford Country Club. She is planning a National Outdoor Leadership 
School wilderness trip this summer in Scandinavia. In her summers, 
Abby works as a nanny and also as a gymnastics coach at Peachtree 
Presbyterian Church.   

Jake Lawson (’08)
Last May, Jake graduated from Woodward Academy with the class of 
2016. While at Woodward, Jake was the Captain of the golf team and 
was a freshman on the team when they won the State Championship. 
In addition, Jake was the Region Champion in golf in 2016, and he won 
the East Lake High School Invitational Golf Tournament. Currently, Jake 
is attending Georgia College on a golf scholarship. He plans to major in 
marketing or management. When not in school, Jake works as a caddy. 

Allison (Allie) Lourie (’08)
Allie is freshman at Samford University, 
where she is a midfielder and defender 
for the Samford women’s soccer team. 
Describing Allie for the team’s webpage, 
Samford Soccer Head Coach Todd Yelton 
wrote, “[Allie is a] special player with 
tremendous vision who possesses a 
fantastic engine and has the ability 
to unlock defenses with her passing.” 
Prior to playing for Samford, Allie was 

one of the most decorated athletes in The Lovett School’s history. Allie 
graduated from Lovett in May 2016. While there, she maintained an 
overall GPA of 3.5, participated in a number of community service 
activities and projects, and was Captain of the girls’ soccer team for 
her junior and senior years. In addition, Allie received many awards 
including 10th grade Best Defensive Player Award, 11th grade Most 
Valuable Player Award, and 11th grade Female Student Athlete of the 
Year Award. In her senior year at Lovett, Allie received The William C. 
Conley Distinguished Athlete Award, given by the Lovett Athletic Council 
to the senior who has achieved the highest level of excellence in sports, 
exemplifying integrity, loyalty, compassion and concern for others.

Marshall Lynch (’09)
Marshall selected The Schenck School 
for his Eagle Scout Project. He, along 
with Schenck School alum Colton 
Matovina (‘09), worked to refurbish 
the Belatti Family Children’s Garden 
located in the School’s courtyard. 
As part of the renovation, Marshall 
identified existing plants and replaced 
missing ones so that there is a plant 
for each letter of the alphabet. In 
addition, Marshall built a brochure box 

that was installed at the garden entrance. The box holds laminated 
garden guides with color photos that students can use to help identify 
the plants. Marshall has satisfied all of the requirements to become 
an Eagle Scout of Troop 232 and will appear before his final Board 
of Review this fall. Outside of scouting, Marshall is a junior at Holy 
Innocents’ Episcopal School, where he plays alto saxophone in the 
band, volunteers with the Horizon’s program, and is helping to re-
launch the school’s Outdoor Club. 

Rohan Malik (’07)
Rohan graduated from Pace Academy in May 2016 and is currently a 
freshman at the University of Georgia. 

Karen Kimball

Allison Lourie

Marshall Lynch
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My favorite memory of The Schenck School was 
learning how to write papers with Ms. Calamari. 

In the beginning of sixth grade, I hated anything to 
do with writing. After receiving many papers flooded 
with grammar and spelling markings, I decided I must 
work much harder to earn a grade I could be proud of. 
Through a long period of trial and error, I eventually 
began to write A+ papers. 

Now in my high school career, I use the many grammar 
methods I learned at The Schenck School in all of my 
papers. I am proud to say I am currently taking and 
will continue to take Honors and AP English courses, 
in which I work to the best of my ability to maintain a 
high grade point average.  
 
Without The Schenck School, I never would have been 
able to achieve this. And, because of the overwhelming 
impact The Schenck School has had on my life, I plan 

to major in education for dyslexic students. I hope I can 
return to The Schenck School or another school like 
it so that I may teach and have an impact on students 
as much as all of the fantastic faculty at The Schenck 
School have impacted me.

Julia is currently a Junior at Whitefield Academy, where 
she is a member of the National Honor Society and the 
National Thespian Society. She maintains a GPA of 3.8 
and is consistently on the Principal’s List. In addition, 
Julia received the Spanish Teacher’s Award and the Math 
Positivity Award. Outside of academics, Julia is on the 
Varsity Volleyball team. Last year she was on Student 
Council and participated in the Whitefield Dramatic 
Society. Julia is active in her church and community and 
plans to participate in mission trips to Ecuador and Mexico.

I Hope I Can Return to Schenck 
JULIA MIXON (‘12)
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Every summer The Schenck School hosts an 
internship program in connection with the 

Summer Adventures Camp allowing college-age 
individuals and recent college graduates an opportunity 
to experience the Orton-Gillingham Approach in 
action. Applicants to the program either have an 
interest or have majored in the fields of education, 
child psychology or speech/language pathology. There 
were ten interns this past summer, four of whom are 
alumni of the School. Interning at Summer Adventures 
was one small way for each of the alums to give back to 
a school they credit for transforming their lives. 

 

“I chose to intern at The Schenck School because I 
will forever be in debt to this wonderful place,” says 
Mary Elizabeth Moody (’07). She adds, “Still to this 
day, I consider The Schenck School my second home. 
I would not be the person I am today without the 
knowledge and confidence I gained from two years 
as a student at the School.” Katherine Sellers (’04) 
agrees: “The Schenck School completely changed my 
life. Because of the School, I learned dyslexia is a gift, 
and I learned to be proud of my dyslexia. I learned that 
although I learn in a different way from others, I’m 
smart, and I have so much to offer the world. Being a 
Schenck School summer intern and helping students 

Internship Program Draws Alumni 
Back to Campus

Pictured left to right: Andrew Bamford (’04), Katherine Sellers (’04), Margaret Snoddy (’03),  
and Mary Elizabeth Moody (’07)

“From the day I left The Schenck School as a student, 
I knew I wanted to come back.” 

14
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with their own transformation made me feel so proud. 
I was honored to be able to give back to the School for 
the life changing experience it gave me.”  

This was alumna Margaret Snoddy’s (’03) third summer 
as a Schenck School intern. She says she made the 
decision to return to The Schenck School 13 years ago 
when she was in fourth grade. “From the day I left 
The Schenck School, I knew I wanted to come back. 
My mom told me in order to go back to Schenck, I 
would have to be a teacher. From that minute in fourth 
grade on, I knew I wanted to be a teacher at Schenck!” 
Margaret’s dream has become a reality; she now teaches 
second grade at the School. She says, “The internship 
really helped me to transition into the teacher role!” 

The School’s internship program is six weeks long and 
runs the duration of the School’s Summer Adventures 
Camp. Each intern is responsible for assisting a lead 
teacher in a classroom. Interns set up the classroom 
activities and assist campers with reading. “To me, the 
most rewarding part of being an intern at The Schenck 
School is that I get to see the students I work with 
overcome their struggles in class. To watch a child grow 
from the first day of camp to the last day of camp is a 
real joy,” says Andrew Bamford (’04). 
 
Mary Elizabeth summarizes the internship experience 
like this, “To have the ability to work with students and 
see them start to get joy again from being able to finish 
an entire book without my assistance was priceless.
Who wouldn’t want an opportunity to walk those halls 
again and to help be a part of the magic?” 

Mary Elizabeth Moody (’07) is a senior at the University 
of Georgia, where she is majoring in psychology with a 
concentration in neuroscience. She will graduate in May 2017 
with honors. She is conducting research with Dr. Jason Nelson 
on the Double Deficit Hypothesis of Dyslexia. After graduation, 
Mary Elizabeth plans to complete the dyslexic certificate through 
the College of Education at UGA and then apply to graduate 
school to earn her Ph.D. Long term, Mary Elizabeth would like 
to be a psychologist who conducts psychoeducational evaluations 
to screen for learning differences in children.  

Katherine Sellers (’04) recently completed the Teacher 
Training program at The Schenck School and is currently 
pursuing a master’s degree in early childhood education at 
Mercer University. 

Margaret Snoddy (‘03) graduated from Georgia College in 
May 2016 with a degree in special education. She is currently a 
second grade teacher at The Schenck School. 

Andrew Bamford (’04) is a senior at Georgia State University, 
where he pursues a double major in special education and 
elementary education. Andrew says after graduation he hopes to 
return to The Schenck School as a teacher. He hopes to attend 
graduate school to earn a master’s degree in special education.

Like Us on Facebook
Schenck School & 
Schenck School Alumni Association

Follow on Twitter 
@SchenckSchool

Visit Our Blog
www.dyslexiainspire.com

Follow on Instagram 
SchenckSchool

JOIN THE SCHENCK SCHOOL ONLINE
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Thanks to David and Dee Schenck, those two 
years forever changed my life. At age 55 my 

memories are faint, but I remember the old house, 
going upstairs to work one-on-one with David, 
tracing words with my finger, playing under the 
massive magnolia tree in the backyard. The memories 
are far more vivid as I recall our son, Michael Hyle 
(’90), attending the School. The time and patience 
invested in Michael by the teachers and my wife Sarah 
built a solid foundation that he continues to draw 
upon today. With great memories, each year we still 
hang a Christmas ornament Michael created in Ellen 
Hill’s class!  

The Schenck School changed Michael’s life. He has 
had many achievements: All-American in baseball 
at University of Georgia, pitcher for the Cubs and 
Marlins organizations, graduation speaker at Schenck, 

host of his own hunting show Kill Cliff Outdoors. 
Michael will say most important has been the time he 
has given back to young athletes, teaching them how 
to remain calm and focused even in the most intense 
situations. 

And then there is my wife, Sarah. Her patience and 
kindness were a pleasure to watch as she served as 
The Schenck School’s second Development Director 
and worked with so many others in bringing the 
first Orton-Gillingham conference to the Atlanta 
area. Beverly Burdette (former trustee and parent) 
joined Sarah as they created the first golf fundraiser 
at Peachtree Golf Club.  Our family has many 
great memories thanks to the vision David and Dee 
Schenck created those many years ago. Thank you to 
the entire Schenck School team past and present! 

A L U M N I  H I G H L I G H T S

“Those Two Years Forever 
Changed My Life”
An Open Letter of Thanks to The Schenck School

Chip Hyle Sarah and Charles Hyle

Michael Hyle
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“Those Two Years Forever 
Changed My Life”
An Open Letter of Thanks to The Schenck School

Chip Hyle 

Nicole Neustadt (’08)
Nicole attended Chamblee Charter High 
School, where she maintained at 3.5 
GPA for four years before graduating in 
May 2016. In addition, Nicole was a staff 
member of the Junior Reserve Officers 
Training Corp and the Drill Team Captain. 
Nicole graduated with honors and a 
diploma of distinction. Over the summer 
Nicole worked as a camp counselor at the 
YMCA. Nicole is currently a freshman at 
the University of Alabama, where she 

joined the Kappa Alpha Theta sorority. Nicole writes, “Our motto is 
‘Leading Women,’ and I have to say my favorite thing we have done so 
far this year is break tradition and lead our own legacy. As a sorority, we 
donated all of our homecoming funds to the American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention. Our sorority also was featured on the local news after 
we debuted our legacy.”

Jake Patneau (’08)
Jake is a senior at John’s Creek High 
School. He plays junior ice hockey for 
a travel team out of the Marietta Ice 
Center and hopes to attend a college 
where he can play ice hockey. His mom 
writes, “Jake has very good memories 
of the three years he spent at Schenck 
and says the School changed his life for 
the better.”

Joseph Rainey (’06)
Joseph attended Mount Paran Christian School, where he served 
as Vice President of his 11th grade class and President of his 12th 
grade class. While at Mount Paran, he achieved Headmaster’s Honor 
Roll four times and was a two-time recipient of the Timothy Award. In 
May 2016, Joseph graduated from Mount Paran and was the winner 
of the Comcast Scholarship and the Mount Paran Christian School 
Eagle Scholarship. Joseph is currently a freshman at the University of 
California Los Angeles.

Christopher Taylor Shaw, Jr. (’08)
Christopher is currently a freshman at the University of Colorado at 
Boulder. He graduated from Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School in May 
2016, where he was a member of the baseball and wrestling teams.

Wrisa Waymer (’08)
Wrisa graduated from St. Francis High School in May 2016. She is 
pursuing a degree in Fine Arts, Digital Media and Photography from 
Hampton College and Savannah College of Art & Design.

Nate Arney (’12)
Nate attends Riverwood International Charter School, where he plays 
lacrosse and runs cross country. In addition, he plays on two travel 
lacrosse teams during the summer, is a member of Future Business 
Leaders of America, and teaches Sunday School at his church. Nate 
said his favorite memory of The Schenck School was being involved in 
selecting the School’s mascot. He added that he’ll never forget his art 
class with Mr. Steve, one of his favorite teachers.

Hasely Caine (’16)
Alexia Mitchell (’16) 
Hasely and Alexia caught 
up with former classmates 
Wells Stribling and Claire 
Hobbs in Sea Island, Georgia 
over the summer. The four 
girls were in the Richards/
Hogg class last year. Alexia’s 
mom Antonia Mitchell writes: 
“These girls became best of 

friends last year in second grade!”  Also a part of the reunion but not 
photographed was current student Lily Whitworth.

Jack Carson (’12)
Jack landed a major role in St. Martin’s Episcopal School’s performance 
of “The Lion King Jr.” playing young Simba in the April performance. 
Also on stage with Jack in the ensemble was fellow alum Kate Duma 
(’13).

Corinne Culpepper (’10)
Corinne attends Belmont University in Nashville, Tennessee, where she 
sings in the chorus.

Madison Gant (’15)
Madison is in eighth grade at Mt. 
Bethel Christian Academy, where she 
is a member of the cheerleading, 
tennis, and robotics teams. Last 
spring, Madison was inducted into the 
National Junior Honor Society. Over the 
summer, she attended several camps 
including the University of Georgia’s 
Design & Sewing camp, and she was 
a student leader in the Vacation Bible 
School program at Mt. Bethel United 

Methodist Church. In her spare time, she loves to play volleyball and 
bike ride, and she enjoys volunteering for a program that delivers food 
to a local homeless shelter. Madison’s mom wrote, “She has read her 
first book series that she can’t get enough of The Maze Runner! In fact, 
this summer she counted down the days until the newest edition of the 
series, Fever Code, was released.”

Madison Gant

Jake Patneau

2010’s

Pictured l-r, Haseley Caine (’16), 
Wells Stribling (current student), 
Alexia Mitchell (’16), and Claire 

Hobbs (current student)

Nicole Neustadt
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Michael Provost

Parker Schneidau

Clare Wheeler

Yaakov Garfield (’10) 
Yaakov worked on Capital Hill in 
Washington, D.C., this summer in 
an internship with the Democratic 
Whip, Congressman Steny Hoyer. 
Yaakov’s mother writes, “After work, 
Yaakov often would go to the Library 
of Congress to READ and READ and 
READ…I always tell everyone The 
Schenck School saved my son’s life. 
We will never stop appreciating  

                    what you did.”

Harrison Gough (’15)
Nick McCarthy (’15) 
Harrison and Nick were playing 
baseball in a tournament in 
Orange Beach, Alabama, this 
summer when they discovered a 
phoenix painted on the bottom 
of their hotel pool. Tiffany Gough 

writes, “We could not help but think 
of The Schenck School and the positive impact that it had on our boys. 
Thank you, Schenck School!”

Eddie Laba (’15) 
Eddie visited campus last school 
year. While at the School, he said 
one of his fondest memories was 
the 5th grade BAMFest (Books, Arts, 
Music Festival). Eddie is currently 
in 7th grade at Our Lady of the 
Assumption Catholic School where 
he is a student ambassador, runs 
cross country, and plays soccer and 
basketball.

Anna Pohl (’15)
Jonathan Pohl (’16) 
According to their parents, “Both Anna and Jonathan are doing very 
well at St. Francis Schools; we are very happy with the school. Jonathan 
is running on the cross country team this fall and has placed in each 
meet for St. Francis. He is the fastest sixth grader and very excited 
about being on the team.”

Michael Provost (’10)
In an email Michael says, “These 
past four years have been packed 
with education and life adventures. 
I found great success in my AP 
Language and AP Literature 
classes. Along with the rest of 
my course load, I am still acting. 
After going through the college 
admissions process and being 

accepted into my first choice, Auburn University, I’ve decided to take 
a gap year. This year, I am heading to Los Angeles to pursue a career 
in acting. I’ll be taking college courses online to knock out those early 
credits. However, my main focus will be training, auditioning and 
hopefully working on some great projects. I would not have the courage 
to pursue my dreams if it weren’t for The Schenck School!”

Parker Schneidau (’13)
After leaving Schenck following 
second grade in 2013, Parker 
spent three years at Trinity School 
and has just begun his sixth 
grade year at The Lovett School. 
He is playing NYO football as a 
member of the defensive squad 
for the Chargers, and he loves to 
fish. He recently spent Fall Break  

fly fishing on the Davidson River near Brevard, NC.

Clare Wheeler (’13) 
Clare Wheeler attends Atlanta 
Girls’ School and is a member of 
the Georgia High School Water 
Polo Association, where she 
participates as a team member of 
the Atlanta Public Schools (APS) 
Water Polo Team. She competes 
both on the coed and girl’s 
teams. This year, the girl’s APS 
team won 3rd place in the State 

Championship. Last year, Clare’s water polo team won two trophies: 
the first for an undefeated season and the second as the Georgia State 
Tournament Champions. 

Eddie Laba

Harrison Gough
Nick McCarthy

Yaakov Garfield

Social & Share, an event for alumni and their parents
Thursday, January 26, 2017
6:30 – 7:00 p.m.  Appetizers and Refreshments
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  Guest speaker, Head of School Josh Clark 
Topic: “Embrace the ‘D’…Advocating for academic success”
Location: The Schenck School

Alumni Party
Friday, April 21, 2017
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.
Location: The Schenck School

Don’t be left out of the next Alumni Highlights.  
Please send your photos and updates to alumni@schenck.org. Photos 
can be casual and fun or formal. Updates can include any information 
on academics, clubs, hobbies, sports, the arts, travel adventures, and/or 
community involvement. As you can imagine, we love to hear from you! 
Please stay in touch.

Save the Dates!Stay in Touch!
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The determination I learned from my experience as 
a student at a school that expects much from me is 

what keeps me going as an athlete. I started running in 
seventh grade and found my specialty, distance running, 
in the fall of eighth grade, when I first ran Cross Country. 
One of the things that distinguishes distance running 
from other sports, in my mind, is that the work you put 
into it is what you get out of training. This means that to 
be truly successful in running, an athlete must be willing 
to run on the days that he or she wants to do anything 
but run, yet still chooses to train. It is this long-term, 
focused determination that has led to success in school, 
running, and more areas than I can possibly realize. 

The experience I point to as what inspires me to stay 
disciplined in my school work and athletics occurred 
the year after I left The Schenck School. My fifth grade 
history teacher told me something that I will never forget 
and that applies to nearly everything I do. He said that I 
am the only person who could figure out what is going 
to work for me as a student. We had just taken a written 
test on a book/documentary series: Guns, Germs, and 
Steel, by Jared Diamond, normally covered in high school 
world history classes. When I took the test, I bombed it, 

which I could not understand. My history teacher knew 
me well enough to know that the test did not match my 
knowledge of the material, so the next day he took me 
aside and told me so. He then asked how I could better 
show what I knew. I told him that I could tell him what I 
knew, rather than write it. He had me retake the test, but 
this time, he asked me the questions, and, to respond, I 
dictated my answers. When I was able to dictate what I 
knew, the test was an entirely different experience. After 
I had finished dictating the test, he told me that not only 
was it my job to figure out what would work for me as 
a dyslexic learner, but that I was the only one who could 
do it.  

Now, seven years later, that is still one of the most 
valuable pieces of advice anyone has ever given to me; not 
because of its face value, but because of what following 
his advice has taught me. That piece of wisdom taught 
me that, as much as teachers and learning specialists can 
help me, I have to know myself well enough as a student 
to tell those around what I need from them for me to be 
successful. As a dyslexic learner, this advice has helped 
make me aware that my success is due to working harder 
than others to become the best I can be.

A L U M N I  H I G H L I G H T S

Luke Murray leading the pack.

Teacher’s Message 
Leads to Success 
for Alumnus Luke 
Murray (’10)
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Five years ago, The Schenck School completed a strategic plan that included the concept of 
broadening the reach and impact of the School, making its excellence in teaching individuals with 
dyslexia accessible to all, in both the public and independent school communities. The Dyslexia 
Resource Trust (“DRT”) was founded by the School in 2014 with the mission of facilitating teacher 
training, supporting students and parents, and educating the public about dyslexia. Chris Pomar is 
the Executive Director of the DRT. He and the DRT Board of Trustees recently have launched a 
website www.dyslexiaresource.org. The goals and vision for the DRT are listed on the website, and 
a rollout of the organization is planned for this spring. 

For more information, email hello@dyslexiaresource.org or call 404.220.8325.


